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MOST IMMEDIATE. 

CRET. 
Addressed to Ammon telegram Noe641 of June 6th. 
Repeated for information to Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, 
Damascus, Jedda, Washington, UKDEL New York, Jerusalem, 
B.ME.O. and Saving to Haifa. 


King Abdullah has asked through Sir H.Mack for advice 
(? and omitted) coments on the present situation in 
Palestine. Please therefore speak to him on the followinc 
lines. 


2e The British action in the Security Council has given 
the Arab states an opportunity to negotiate through the 
Nediator for a different solution from that(1) recomien- 
ded by the General Assembly last November. T understand 
that the Arabs may be dissatisfied with the results so far 
obtrined from this negotiation but so far as I can judge 
the Me@iator's proposals at least(TV) some aspects of them 
represent concessions to the Arab point of view and that 
their seneral effect has been to make the whobe situation 
more fluid and to throw open the door to further discu- 
ssions. In my opinion the Arabs would be well advised not 
repeat not to cause the negotiations to break down at this 
stace.e The Mediator's proposals considered as a whole 

may be unaccentable to the Arabs as a basis for further 
‘negotiation but even so they should offer counter-=proposals 
if they have not already done so. 


Se The alternative to vroceeding with the nesotiations 
initiated hy the Mediator is to resume fighting. From 
the Arab point of view this is a dangerous alternative 
because : 


(a) Ve do not know what the Security Council would 
do in that event. In the last resort His 
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Majesty's Government despite their sympathy for 
the Arab point of view and their desire to main- 
tain the closest relations with their Arab allies 
vould feel bound to act in accordance with their 
obligations as a member of the United Nations. 


(b) If fighting began again the United states 
Government would be under strong domestic pressu- 
re to(1) permit delivery of military supplies 
to the Jews while maintaining its arms embargo 
on the other Middle Bast countries. These two 
dangers wonld be particularly great if the 
Arabs were to take responsibility for a failure 
to extend(1) the truce at a time when the Jews 
were still professing willingness to continue 
negotiations with the Mediator. In that. event 
the Arabs would be represented as agressors the 
Security Council would probably treat them as 
such and cenerally and in particular the American 
arms embargo would certainly be modified in 
favour of the Jews. 


ye For these reasons it is my considered opinion that 
renewed fighting is not likely to result in a better 
bargaining position for the Arabs than that which they now 
have. : 


5. The King may point out that there seems to be no 
prospect that an independent Jewish state can he removed 
from the map by negotiation. You should then say that 

in the view of His Majesty's Government a Jevish state 

has come to stay in any te@vent. ur attitude towards the 
present Jewish autho(l)rities in Palestine shows how deeply 
we shoudd regret the establishment of such 2 state without 
Arab consent but we must both be RSALISTICG. The object of 
Arab diplomacy at the present stage should be to secure the 
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best possible terms by means both of territorial (gp. 
undece) edjustnent and of guarantees for the future in 
return for their acquiescence in tee Jewish indenendence 
in a part of Palestine, 


6. If you find the King willing to talk in these terms 
you should do your best to find out what in his view is the 
indispensable minimum of satisfaction which he himself 
and/or the Arab Governments will have to obtain in order 
to reconcile their peoples to aconiesce in a Jewish state. 
I leave it to you to decide how far your discussion can 
usefully be carried at this: stage, 


Te Finally you should urge that the representative of 
Trans jordan on the Political Committes of the Arab League 
should use his influence in favour of an extension of the 
Truce. In so doing he may if he wishes mention the 
advice of His Majesty's Government. 


8. His Majesty's Representatives in other Arab capitals 
should convey to the Governments to which they are accredi- 
ted my strong advice that they should do everything in 
their power m to avoid a breakdown of the Truce, 


4 


9% Please see my immediately following telegram. ~ 


fo. 


(HLM/CJB/HA). 
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Despatched 6/7/48 (14.00) Received 6/7/48 (15635) 
No. 535 of 6th July, 1948. 
IMPORTANT. 









’ Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.535 of 6th July. 


Repeated to B.M.=.0. No. 145 “ 
CONFIDENTIAL. 

PALESTINE. 

King Abdullah asked me this morning whether I had 





received any advice from you as to the line he should 
adopt: about a renewal of the truce. 

I replied in the negative but added that I was sure 
that you wished a resumption of hostilities to be avoided. 


(ASK/CJB/HA). 
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IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Orfice telegram No.557 of 7th July. 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No.109 


Washington No. 68 
Baghdad Noel25 
Beirut No.e116 
Cairo No.e159 
\Damascus Noe 106 
Jeddah Noe 94 
i, BM.E.O0. Now1h7 
\ \ Jerusalem No.126 


PALESTINE. Ny 

My telegram No.536 (of 6th July, 19:8). 

I-understand that at request of Arab Legion command 
in Palestine Truce Commission have undertaken to inspect 
food convoys for Jerusalem after United Nations observers 
withdraw. 

Foreign Office please pass Immediate to UKDEL New 
York, Washington, Jeddah and Jerusalem as my telegrams 


Nose109,68,9) and 126 respectively. 


(ASK/HLM/HA). 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.536 of 6th July. 











Repeated to Baghdad Noel 
Beirut Noell5 
cairo No.157 
Damascus _No. 105 
Jeddah Noe 93 
B.M.E.0. No. 1.6 
Jerusalem No.e125 


Arab Legion command in Palestine have been informed 
by Colonel Bonde that United Nations Organisation obser- 
vers will cease to operate in Palestine as from tomorrow. 

In these circumstances the prospects of the survival 
of the Truce seem-remote. We have no clue as to the 
reason for this decision. 

. Foreign Office please pass Most Immediate to Jeddah 
and Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos.93 and 125 respectively. 


(CMPG/HLM/HA). 


We. 27078. D1749, 75m in 3 sores 10/47, 








FILE No.s/1014/48, . LELEGRAM, 


Cypher i//OTP 

cn LL 

Chae 

Fromi— §.0F S. F.0. LONDON.7°*— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 





Despatched 6/7/1:8 (17242) Received 6/7/48 (18.10) 
of 








No. 61 1948 


MO 


6th Jul 


SECRET. 

ressed to Aman telegram Noe642 of July 6th. 
Repeated for infomnation to Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, 
Damascus, Jedda, Washington, UXDEL New York, Jerusalem, 
B.M.2.0. and Saving to Hsifa. | 


My immediately preceding telecram.—~ 


You should also discuss the mediator's suscestions 
with King Abdullah in omer to find out if you can which 
parts of them would be quite unacceptable and which might 
form a basis for further discussion with him. _ My own 
preliminary views are as follows, 


oe The Mediator's suggestions of possible frontier 
changes appears on wks balance to be advantarceous from 
the Arab point of view. 


It is true the exchange of Western GALILYE for the 
NEGEB which appears to be implied would not be a favoura- 
ble transaction from the economic point of view but 
together with the inclusion of Jerusalem in the Arab area 
it would have the effect of re-establishing direct land 
communications between Cairo and the Asiatic Arab capitals. 
The Jerusalem proposal in itself is ohvioussfgp a step 
forward from the Arab point of view. The Arabs are also 
o*fered the prospects of concessions in Haifa and at 
LYDDA airport. 


3. The aspect of the Mediator's suggestions to which 
the greatest exception will no doubt be taken in Arab 
quarters is the provision for a Union or conf€deration of 
the Arab and Jewish States with a central Organ 

in which the immigration policy of either(1) member can 
be questioned by the other after two years. This would 
of course be exceedingly (bad)(2) from the Arab point of 
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view and I should fully understand its rejection. I 
should be siad to know whether you consider that this 
proposal, which draws attention to a danger inherent in 
all federal or WHITARY plans, may infince the Arab leaders 
to concede that there may, relatively sneaking, be some 
advantage in partition. 


le The Mediator's plan also has the effect possibly 
overlooked by him of denying self determnination to the 
population of the Arab parts of Palestine. It is true 
that the incorporation of all Arab Palestine in Trans jor- 
dan is probably the best solution but the decision to this 
effect should come from the Arabs and not from the United 
Nations. 


5. More important than any of the Mediator's specific 
susrestions is the fact that in submitting them he has 
shown that he believes that peace can de re-established 
in Palestine only by means of a settlement which departs 
from the plan adoptedgby the General Assembly last 
Novenber and one which is founded upon acquiescense if 
not upon consent. He has made it clear that his sugces- 
tions are not intended to be precise or final and that he 
is ready to examine alternative proposals. 


Thus the Arabs are given the opportunity of improving 
their position by nesotiation. If they tke this 
opportunity it is my opinion that results will be more 
favourable to them than would be the consequences of 
renewed fighting. 

6. The Mediator has evidently sought to improve the 
chances for a negotiated settlement by introducing into 
the discussions 2s many new factors as possible éege the 
suggestions concerning Haifa and Lyddag 


i have/. . 3 
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I have been considering the possibility of procee< 
ding further along this line and of introducing the 
following additional factors into(1) the discussions at 
an appropriate time. e 


(a) Bffective guarantees for the Arabs of their 
frontiers with the Jewish state 


(b) Some fresh international initiative to solve 
the problem of displaced persons in Europe. 


(c) Some provision for HQUATING outside financial 
assistance to the two states. é 


I should be glad to consider that any or all these 
inducements would make it appreciably easier to obtain 


Arab acquiescence in the existence of an independent 
Jewish state or if they have any others to suggest. 


[eZ 


(HLM/CoB/HA). 
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TOP SECRET. 


Addressed to simon, tox<Gren No.647 aly 
6th repeated for information BelieKe 0. 
4 a ‘ 
My telegram No.641 and No.642. 


Following are the additional considerations 
which I wish you to have in mind when you speak to 
King Abdullah and which you are authorised to use 
at your discretion. 


I am convinced that the continuance of the truce 
wid benefit the Arabs and that its breakdowh would be 
disastgarous from their point of view. If they were 
responsible or could plausibly be represented as responsible 
for the renewal of fighting it would probably be 
impossible for His meter s Government as a member of the 
United Nations + supply them with ammunition or 
indeed to give (1)t = any ‘aatertel assistance whatever. 

At the samet ime de Jews would be able to raise large sums 
of money in the United States and to purchase armaments 
either there or from other sources of supply. On the 
other hand the conditions now prevailing under the truce 
must be a source of grave embarrasst¢ment to the Jewish 
leaders. With much of their restricted man-power 

under arms and with the serious interruption of their 
foreign trade their economic situation must be 
increasingly precerious. 


Be The Meai@tor's proposals for a union or 
confeduration / 
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gonfedceration of the Arab and Jewish states must have 
opened the eyes of some of the more thoughtful of the 
Arab (1)leaders to the dangers inherent in any settlement 
which would enable the Jews to exert their influence 


Trans jordan combinec. But the only meens of avoiding 
this danger is to draw a clearly defined frontier -round 
the Jewish community, in other words establish an 
independent Jewish state. The number of Jewish 
immigrents admitted into such a state would probably 

be less than Sit Legel ty in entering a UNITARY or federal 
state. Thus evn if the Arabs had any prospect of 
preventing by force the e:tablishment of a Jewish state 

it would not on a long view be in their interest to do 80. 


4. The most (1) logical decision on the future of 
the Arab parts of Palestine (1) and the most satisfactory 
from the point of view of Br sh interests would be 
their incorporation as a whole in the Kingdom of 

Trans jordan. I assume that this is what Abdullah wants 
and I am satisfied that he would improve his chances 

of getting it if he followed the advice implied 

in my two two preceding paragraphs. It would 
automatically mean that under our treaty with 

Trans jordan the integrity of his new territory 

would be guaranteed by His Majesty's Government 

equally with that of his present kingdom 


be lets Rar. fhe Amber she eoutt snc costs eet 


Pe ee eae ee 
Me 
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Addressed Foreign Office 226 of th. 
Repeated Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Baghdad, Jerusalem, 
Haifa, Washington and New York. 


SECRUT 
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GHT. 

= 


Palestine. 
le CLAYTON reports as follows 


2e. MYe STAVZQPOULOS 2 member of Count Bernadotte's staff 
came to see se today with, he assured me(1), the Count's 
full approval, He said that the Count's proposals(1) were 
flatiy re ject:d yesterday by the Arab League Political 
Conmittee. (1) ‘Vhen asked what were their counter proposals 
the Arabs sulamitted a carefully drawn up paper which was 
ineffect a little more liberal than their London and U.N.0. 
proposals but still insisted on a unitary state. 


3. The Count's(1) proposals(1) fell down on(1) the 
following points, First and foremost the (2) recognition 
of sny form of (Jewish = mtegp) state.(1) Secondly(1) on. 
a misunderstanding in that the Arabs read into them the 
possibility thit after two years the Jews would have the 
right to approach(1) U.N.O. with a view to obtaining 
sanction for Jewish imoigration even into the Arab prea(l). 
Thirdly over the clause bringing (¢p.undec.) into, project - 
a move which they said would(1) infringe Trans jordan 
sovereignty. Fourthly the Arabs feared the finances of the 
Jews having any say at all in the affairs of the Arab 

state as they would have if the proposed joint council 
came into being. This last reiction on the part of the 

> Ww -sanr 7 a ~ f wy opug 

apabe wigs goddapestutuany bonita dsedatens yaaa toouRhs 
Arabs had not commented on the proposal to incorporate 
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Jerusalem inside the Arab state with the Jews only being 
given the right to have their own municipality. 


ie The Arabs were also asked if they intended to 
recomnence hostilities the moment the truce expired or 
whether €here would Sic ? they would intended) SateS to an 
extension of it. Their voply was non=comnittal. Mre 
STAVROPCULOS said that the Mediator was now concerned ot 
the prohability of resumption of hostilities by the Arsbs. 
In that case he foresaw the Security Council treating the 
matter as a threat to peace 3nd invoking cheoter 7 of(1) 
the charter. In such a ease it seemed to him thot it 
certain that the arabs would be defeated, His neouen 
hed reported ene the Jews were superior in 211 respects 
except certain material such as(1) artillery. (I am 
doubtful of this mysel? as it (do not - Sie 7 does not 
intended) correspond with some other report 


5e Mre STAVROPOULOS said thet he had come to me with the 
Nediator's ayoroval to ask my ndvicee(1) (The Araba) (2) 
seemed to him quite unjustifiab$Zly confident(1) as to the 
Mediator(T7) (Speundec. ) and were even prepared they suid t 
to ace the initinl failure, confident that in the end they 
would vin, 


Ge I said I had no authority at all to express any views 
on behal? of my Government but speaking entirely personally 
I agreed with him that it seemed almost certain that a 
Jewish state in some form or other had come(1). to stays 

It was hardly possible that the ixSx@ewermmant U.3.A. . 
U.S.S5.2. and otier countries which had recognised ISkalL 
would co back on their action. That was a fact which it 
seeroa(1) to me the Arabs(1) must face. But from what he 

q Td er - whiel 
BAS BOAT Won HERR) SGAwRA ROBE SpaeseS? teushsOMENS oP 
Arabs Feared that “the pnelusion of Transjordan in tne pian 
impinged on that states sovereignty he might cut it(l)out 
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and frame his scheme to deal only with “alestine west of thx 
Jordan, He could make it clear that the joint council was 
Nnogmeant to be imposed upon the Arabs or the Jews but was a 
suggestion which was not (speundece).e He could clear up(l) 
Arab doubts as to the possibility of e Jewish immigration 
into the Arab areas (and has I believe already tried to 

do so)e He conld say that the future (1) of the Arab areas 
of Palestine was a(1) matter for the Palestinian Arab 

and the Arab League to decide.’ He coulda enlarge on the 
value to the Arabs of beine vsiven Jerusalem in their state 
and invite constructive sussestions. 





Te Mr.Stavropoulos was very anxious that I should see the 
Mediator. It was impossible for the aatter to postpone his 
ceoarture for Rhodes but I might <o over there. I pointed 

out that we hed kept studiously aloof from the Mediator and 
his(1) staff and that if it were ‘mown I had any dealings(T 
with them it would arouse deep suspigion on the part of the 
Jews. In any case I could do nothing without the permissi- 
on of His Majesty's Government. 


8. Mr.S*avropoulos is probebly going to Rhodes tomorrow 
(1) when he will tell the Mediator what I said(1) and is 
going to tell Mr.,AZ%CARATS whois now acting as the 
“ediator's representative in “airo to set in touch with 
me(1). He seemed(1) anxious that a link should be 
estrblished between the Mediator and ue here since the 
Mediator seemed to feel thit he was somewhat at sea over 
the Arab Soolings and to want some advice. (1) 


% My(1) comments follow tomorrow. 
(HLM/IL/PW/HA ) e 
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My telegram No.226. Palestine last paragraph. 


I realise that we are bound to concerté with the 
Americens before giving any advice to the Mediator (your 
telegram Noe1086 to Sairo). I gather however that the 
kind of advice which he would like to obtain from us is 
an idea of what the Arab reactions would(1) probably be 
to any particulars proposal he might have in mind. 
Their reactions to some of his present proposals 
caused him considerable surprise. Would you see any 
objection to our discussing such matters with him 
informally ? He may prefer to approach His Majesty's 
Ambassador who would also be gratefuk for guidance. 


20 I proposes to inform the United States imbassy of 

the gist of my telegram under reference and to keep 

them informed of any further talks with the mediator and 

his starf, 

Be His linjgesty's Ambassador has ssen and arrecse 
Foreign Urfice please pass to Jerusalem, Haifa, 


UKDEL New York and Washington as my telegrams 21, 15, 
58 and 52 resnectively. 


(hay Py HA). 
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SUCRET, 

dressed to Foreign Yffice telegram No.s230 of July 5th. 
Repeated to Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jeddsh, 
Jerusalem, UXDEL New York and iashington. 












My telegram No.226. Paragraph 6. Palestine. 


In paragraph 7 of the“™hote accompanuing his proposals 
the Mediator states that both sides are agreed on the 
(principal = Sic) of economic unity between the Jewish 
ani Arab parts of Palestine. Bor this reason he may 
find delight in telling the Arabs that the future of the 
Arab areas'is a matter or the Palestine Arabs und the 
Arab League to decide. f they decided in favour of the 
attachment of these areas to one or more Arab states the 
principle of economic unity of Palestine would obviously 
go by the board. 


2. Actually the Mediator seems to have misunderstood 
the Arab attitude to economic unity. They obviously 
fear that it would facilitate Jewish penetration of 
the Arab areas. 


in Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem, Haifa 
UKDEL New York and Washington as my telesrams 22, 16, 
59 and 53 respectively. 
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Despatched 7/7/48 (12.55) Received 7/7/48 (15-05) 
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MOST IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegfam No. 236 of July 7th. 
Repeated to Amman, Baghdad, Bexrut, Damascus, Jeddah and 
Jerusalem... P. (1) - 

Amman telersram 0.5%: Palestine. 


I informed the mediator's staff of this report 
and now learn that the Mediator(1) has telegraphed his 
representative in Amman saying there will be no(1) 
revest no withdrawal of the observers without further 
instructions. 
2e It seems clear that Colonel BONDE was acting on a 
misunde rstandinge 


Foreign VUffice please pass Jerusalem as telegram 2he 


& 


(HOM/Pw/HA). 
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J ssed to Foreign Office telegram No.e538 of 7th July. 
Repeated for information to B.M.E.0. Noelk8 


SECRET. co 
V(b) az 
PALESTINE. oa 3) 
Your telegrams Nose641, 642 and 647 (of 6th July,1948) 
1. I saw King Abdullah this morning and conveyed your 
messages to him. Earlicr he had seen Glubb who once again 


reminded him of the serious shortage of ammunition for the 
Arab Legion. 





The combined effect of both interviews was to reduce 
him to a state of extreme depression and apprehension. He 
repeated that he was not being kept informed of what was 
going on in Cairo. 
2e He sent two letters to the Prime Minister off by 
special aircraft just before noon today. In the first he 
pointed out the critical position which the Arab Legion 
would be placed if hostilities were recommenced by the 
shortage of ammunition of which he had just been informed 
by Glubb. (He had been told before on several occasions 
but memory is getting really unreliable). 


- The second letter referred to my visite He said 
that it was apparent that if the Arabs broke the truce 
they would in fact be fighting the Jews and America and 
would not receive any assistance from Great Britain. In 
such circumstances Transjordan would be in a greater 
dnager than any other of the Arab states. He went on to _ 
say that shorn of any connection between larger Trans jorda: 
and the Jewish state ani of any authority exercisable by 


United/. ee2 
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United Nations Organisation, the Mediator's scheme was not 
unacceptable from a purely Transjordan point of view. He 
pointed to the danger of Jewish expension if they were 
included in a unitary state covering Palestine or Palestine 
and Transjordanor if as a Jewish state they were given any 
power to interfere in the affairs of their Arab neighbours. 


He asked the Prime Minister to give serious considera- 
tion to these dangers which appear:d to make a prolongatior 
of the truce essential. 


He inserted a post script saying that he would have 
no objection to the Prime Minister bringing the Mediator 
to Amman for a discussion. 


3s Speaking to me it was clear that he was attracted by 
the idea of an extension of Transjordan to cover the Arab 
areas of Palestine and Jerusalein and he appreciated the 
point that the integrity of the expanded Transjordan would 
eh hominy ae by the terms of the Anglo-Transjordan Treaty of 
a ANncee 


He assumed that His Majesty's Government would at 
once take steps to bring about this desirable situation 
in consultation with the Jews but I pointed out that the 
whole Palestine problem had been referred to United 
Nations Organisation and any solution would have to be 
secured through that quarter. It was then. that he con- 
ceived the idea of getting Bernadotte to come to Amman for 
talks in which the other Arab states would not participate, 


Le His attitude towards the question was that of a 
frightened and selfish man and he was not in a mood to 
give any reasoned opinion as to how far the Arab Govern- 
ments could go in concessions without provoking an explo- 
sion amongst their publics. He expressed his readiness 
to accépt a Jewish state and to come to 2 separate peaces 
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if the Arab leaders continued to/unreasonablée. The first 
is nothing new but I am not sure of his ability to survive 
the popular indignation which would be created in the Arab 
world by his coming to agreement with the Jews. 


5e The least satisfactory feature of the interview was 
the readiness with which he agreed with all I had to say 
and I was left with the feeling that his attitude might 
be entirely different when he recovered from his fright. 
The Prime ijinister is said to be returning tomorrow and 
I hope to be able to obtain some more dependable opinions 
and news from him 


The King professed not to know of the reply which had 
been sent to the Mediator by the Arab League vide Cairo's 
telegram Noe972.to you (of 5th July, 1948). 


ty 
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Palestine Arms Embaroe emer 
re eto eer, 

In my telegram lo.103I to Cairo I metsiced His 
Majesty's Ambassador to inform the Mediator of the 
definition of war material and the embargo rule on which 
we were working in order to implement the Security Council 
Resolution for a cease fire in Palestine. The Mediator 
was to be infomred that we were consulting the State 
Department with a view to reaching an agreed definition 
of "war material" and wevld communicate further with him 
These consultations have now been concluded and I shall 
be erateful if you will comaunicate to Count BERNADOTTS 
the definition of war material contained in my immediately 
following telegram with these additional comments. 


26 There is one excention to the embargo on spare parts 
for any of the articles mentioned in the list comprising 
Group 17 of the Export of Goods (Control) (Amendment) 
(No.3) Order 1948 i.e. spare parts for British aircraft 
already serving with civil airlines in the Middle East 
when we are satisfied that the spare parts are geniinely 
required in order to keep an existing fleet in the air, 
Moreover it has been proved esdministratively impracticable 
to include lorries and JZESPS under Group 17. Both these 
supplies are essential to the maintenance of civil 
communication in the Middle Zast and have no direct 
military value. Lorries(1) end Jeeps are not included 
in my any general definition of "War Material" anf. an 
embarso on them would be virtually impossible to overaete 
without tying up a’ large section of British trade. The 
United/. ase 
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United States Govermment(1) were(1) in favour of ineluding 
these items in the embargo but we have not done so oursel= 
ves for the reasons given above. 


Be Civil aircraft come under Group 17 but were only 
included in the embargo on June 18th as the result of the 
Agreement with the United States Government. Between the 
issue of the Security Council Resolution and that date a 
few aircraft already licensed for export and required for 
essential work of bona fide Middle East airlines were 
exported. As exnlained in paragraph 2 we are (concerned- 
Sic) to ensure the maintenance of essential Middle East 
conriunications and we feel that we shall have to review 
the embargo on the supply of aircraft if the truce is 
extended for some time after July 9th. Would the Mediator 
agree to our supplying bone fide Middle East airlines with 
their minimum working requirements at our discretion or 
would he prefer each case to be referred to him, 


bis Two minor points are 
(1) Charter flights and 
(41) Steel HuLMETS. 


Ve still await details(1) of the views of the United 
States Government(1) on (1). (411) is not covered by any(1) 
of the items of Group 17 but we do not intend to sell in 
the Middle East any surplus steel helmets which we may be 
holding there. 


De There are(1) certain items of ecouipment falling under 
the embargo whicn for special reasons we should propose to 
release if the iiediator agrees when it {9-is omitted) 
(A) essential to oil production: 80 tons of indus- 
trial explosives and one Dove aircraft urgently 
required by the I.P.c, These supplies are 
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reauired for immediate use and would be consigned Cirect 
to the employees of the Company. 





(8) Equipment for British manganese production. 
Industrial explosives are urgently J i by 
the Sinai Mining Company a British(Tv) firm which 
operates the manganese ore mines in Sinai 80 mile 
south of SueZe The precise quantity required 
in this case is not imown but we should ensure 
that the exports were kept down to the minimum 
necessary in order to maintain the Company's 
current operations and were consigned direct 
to the Company. 


We trust the Mediator will agree to the supply of 
these items. 


6. Please ask Count Bernadotte whether he wishes us 
to make any change in the rule we have adopted. 


Cairo only pass to B.M.=.0. as my telegram 715. 


i 


(J¥S/HLM/PW/HA). 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.539 of 8th July. 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No.110 


Washington No. 69 

Baghad Noe 126 

Beirut Noe117 

Cairo No, 160 

Damascus No.107 

Jeddah Noe 95 

* BME. 0. Noe lug 
CONFIDENTIAL. Je rusalem Noe 127 





PALESTINE. 


1. The Aircraft returned from Cairo yesterday evening 
with a messaze to the King from the Prime Minister 
saying that his instructions had come too late as the 
Political Committee of the Arab League had decided 
unanimously not to prolong the truce but that their reply 
had not been a categorical refusal but had questioned the 
value of a prolongation and had pointed out that the Jews 
had used the truce to rearm and supply their forces, The 
door had been left open for further nerotiations notwith- 
standing this decision. 


The Prime Minister continued that reference had been 
made in their discussions to a reconsideration if the 
Security Council intervened. 


Pinally the Prime Minister's message said that as ? 
their action did not appear to be in accord with the King's 


Wishes he asked that his resignation from office should be 
accepted. 


A/eee2 
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2. It is difficult to suggest an explanation for the 
Prime Minister's action in agreeing with this decision 
as according to the King it is contrary to his instruc- 
tions and it is certainly contrary to his original 
intentions as expressed to Glubb and ta myself before he 
left for Cairo. 


5. The King has sent a message through the local 
United Nations Organisation representative asking the 
mediator to come and ses hime 

Foreign Office please pass Most Immediate to UKDEL 
New York, Washington and to Jeddah and Jerusalem as my 
telegrams Nos.110, 69, 95 and 127 respectively. 


(ASK/JFS/HA). 
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Addressed to \mman 651 of July 7th 
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My telegram Noe bl 


Press reports this morning state that ISRAEL authori-g 
ties have formally and eategorically r:jected the medietor's 
suggestions. You will no doubt bear in mind that this 
makes it even(1) more to the interest of the Arab Govern= 
ments vith specihl reference to world opinion and to the 
attitude of the Security Council to show themselves moderate 
and roasonable and to state that they are willing to accept 
an extension of the truce(1) and(1) ths cease fire and to 
contime discussions with the meCIntor. 





26 The Avab leaders will no doubt also appreciate that 
the uncompromising attitude on their part is likely 
to promote unity on the Jewish side. 


Be I leave it to your discretion whether to use these 
two points to reinforce your efforts to represent 

that if despite eve rything fighting should be resumedg@ The 
Arab(1) (gpeundec. ) should ensare that this is not repeat 
not throu ch their actions. 


a TILM/HA). 
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SECRET. 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.500 of July 6th. 

Repeated for information Haifa, Jerusalem, Cairo, Jeddah, 
B.M.E.O50, Baghdsd, Amnan, Damascus, Washington and UKDEL 

New York. 


Guard. 


A British resident at Haifa (3 he has asked that 
his identity should not be disclosed) who is well known 
to me and is reliable told a member of my staff the 
following on July 2nd. 


26 He had to fly From here via Cyprus and on the advice 
of Thomas Conk availed himself of a new daily service 
from(1) Haifa_via Cyprus to Athens, Rome, Milan and 
London by Italian S,I.S.A. line. He was the only passen= 
ger and on arrival at Cyprus was asked why he had 
travelled on the plane as the company hed no passenger 
licence for Cyprus because it was helicved that this 
service was being used to fly Jews direct from Athens to 
Haifa. It was explained to him that naturally the Cyprus 
Government did not wish to become involved in the event of 
the Arabs learning of this. 


35e There were he said no signs of the United Nations 
Organisation observers at Haifa airport where the Ital ian 
plane is met by a bus which drives the passengers who 
have no papers and are asked for none to an unknown 
destination. The majority of United Nations Orcanisation 
observersat Uaifa are according to him Americans who 
Gevote their time to drinking by day in the hotels and by 
night in the CABARZFTS, 

te Be confirmed that feref Jewish naval units had entered 
“aifa port after the British evacuated. The Jews have(1) 
formed a navy and have had @ naval training establishment 
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a for several months, They have put into comnission 
three old CORVETTSS which had been used for running 
illegal (? immigrant omitted)s and have other small ships 
hich’ they have arned or sre reconditioning. 


5e He also alleges that three amphibign aircraft which 
use Haifa harbour belong to a Dutch Jew MILLIONAIRE of 
Cairo (Van L'sR) who is suspected of running Jews into 
Palestine, 


66 Another very voliable British business man whom I have 
known for years and trust confirms paragraphs 4 and 5 above 
and states (gpeundec. ? Wan Leer) is amongst other things 

a wanufacturer of oil drums. He has a ship at Haifa unloa= 
ding nowe This informant also states that Pan African(1) 
Air corporation (which he believes to be financed by South 
Africon Jews) has been flying hundreds of Jews into 
Palestine from Central(1) Burope(1). He says too that a 
Czechoslovak charter company is also bringing in a stream 
of American Jewish pilots from central Europe. 


7. The Mediator might like to(1) know what is being said 
by reliable British subjects in case any of the foregoing 
may be breaches of the truce. 


( Uy “/ma). 
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Damascus), Amnan, Jedda, Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDEL New York 
qnd raghine ton. 

\ ft 
SECRET, x % 
tig. (UA pa 


My telerram "o.226 ena your telerram 1oel062 to Cairo: 


-alestina. 






le It seems to me that there are 5 inter-connected 

points on which the Arabs shoulé be mage, a¥a-e of our 

views Baran y further delay (1). The en st is whether we 

are prepnved to resume deliveries of : rms in any of the 
following coutingenciess 


J 


Fities whether at the end of the trace(1) or befor 
an agreed settlement is reached 


(A)(L) If they take the initiative in re swing hosti- 


) If the Jews ao so 


a 


te 
x 


-_ 
QQ 
ne 


If fighting breaks out without any clear 2) 
indication of waich side was responsible 
for(1) starting it 


Ti 


(D)(1)IC the mediator's (thinks)(2) the Jews are 
Petting in important quantities of war material 
or fishting personnel despite the terms of(1)the 
truce. 


The second point is our attitude to a Jewish state. 


2. 
prtned pit Bh mee 9H Pag Lyes (1) BQraCKEREARK dbyd stances 


which would lead us to use ail ever (2) influence szainst 


TES eae 5 
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its recosnition by United Nations Organis: ation(1 Cie 
if it &£& became paved wee in serious civil war if 
extremists had clear gained control or if the Jews 


resumed hostili ties - 


3e The third(]) point is whether we vould. aow advise 
the Arabs to acauie see in the medintor's proposals if he 
is prepared to modify thtm@n the lines suggested by 
CLAY TO} Te Shoulda we decide to advise the acquiescenge. I 
verture to sugsest the point made in my saving telecram 
Mo.20 about our being partners in(1) adversity might be 
(1) borne in mind. 


lie It seems to me that apart from the, fandemantal 
dictficulty of a Jawish state of any aotimen: there is 
not very inuch in the Mediator's proposals if he modifies 


them as sugested by(1) Clayton which need excite 
insuperable opposition from the Arabs. #& True 
they(2) lose ‘Yestern GALILEE but they acqui the Ne 
and Jerusalem. The latter mirht(1) if properly ROOST 
Provide (1) enough argunent(1) to assist (5 aes 
oF the Jewish stai But in their present frame of mind 
I doubt whether the. Arabs are sufficiently(1) convinced 
of the impossibility of vietory. Unless immediate action 
is taken to convince them of the realities(1) of the 
situation they may drift into hostilities with vacue 
hope that we shall supply them with arms. If His 
Majesty's Government tells them ouite firaly and frankly 
now that we shall not be able to supply. them at any rate 
if they take the initiative in resuming hostilities and 
(1) promise to support the mediator's suggestions ahout 
Jerusalem there is(]) some chance I believe of their at 
any rate olding their hand for the moment and possib 
even of their friar pa acquiescenc@®mm in some modified 
$e Qf the med igtor proposal. I should however warn 
v hat the moo Sonos some of the leading Arabs(which 
wonld = Sic) prefer to go down fighting rather than 


compromise 5 
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compromise on a Jewish state, see for example Cairo teleg- 
ram Noe 960. 


De CLAYTON warned M. STAVROPOULOS(1) that the mediator 


would meet(L) with creat opposition from the Jews to 
his suc, “8 Uo appt Jerusalem even though (gpeuniec. ) 
appears to i = Sic) Sea ae asked the mediator 
to maxe Serusalem international(]) any rate not 
Jewishe But IRGUN(1) and(lL) the (tortor 3 (2) will(1) 
bitterly(1) oppose it going to the Arab# and I doubt 
whether any Jew (ep.undec.) amine agring to agree to it. 
Tf the mediator csives way on this point then all hope of 
his achieving anything with fhe a is likely to vanish 
and His Majesty's Government s (1) task will be that much 
harder, If the mediator declines to(1) chenge his reco- 
meéendation about Jerusalem and the Jews re ject it the Arabs 
might be induced to remain auiet on(1) the grounds that the; 
must not imperil the tactical advartace they will have 
gained by the Jews’ rejection. 


Se What the mediator does not appear to have catexed() 
for is a Jewish refusal to extend the armistice. According 
to Stsvropoulos the Jews despite internal dissensions are 
all confident of victory-and quite ready ka to continue 

the Tficht. 


7. is Majesty's Ambassador has seen this telegram and(1) 
ALPECSe 


F.O. please pass Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDEL New York 
and Washington as my telegrams 20, 1), 5 Mise. and 51. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.986 of July 7th. 

Repeated to Baghiad(1), Amman, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, 

Jerusalem, Haifa, UKD"T. New York anf Washington. 





The Prime Minister of Iraq asked to see me urgently 
and at short notice this afternoon to put the important 
point before the fyrther meeting of the Arab League 
Committee. I had only nad time to read hurriedly your 
telegrams Nos.642 and 648 to Amman, and ha@ not yet seen 
telegrams Nos.6l:1 ani 647 before he arrivede Sir John 
Troutbeck was presente 


25 His Hxcellency said that the comiittee was confronted 
by a very difficult decision, whether to agree to the 
prolongation of the truce or not. The Jews had been 
improving their position resolutely. Wo final decision 
had: been taken. One might be taken at the meeting he was 
about to attend. He believed that you were anxious for the 
prolongation and asked for how long a neriod. ‘We told him 
that you certainly were most desirous of the prolongation 
and, we supposed, for whatever period the Mediator 
BSugcested. ‘Je said that if hostilities were -resumed owinc 
to the Arab decision, the Yecurity Council would almost 
certainly declare them as the agsressors, that action 
unler £thxk Chapter 7 of the United Nations Ureanisation 
Charter would most probably be taken by United Nations 
Organisation and that you would uot be able to stand up 
against the majority opinion. The Jews w.uld receive 
every assistance and the Arabs none. “e also said that if 
the Arabs kept the door open for discussion and did not 
eutively refuse to discuss the proposals by the iiediator 
they would have a chance to improve these proposals in 
negotiation and you would be enabled to continue(1) the 
efforts to secure something less unfavourable than had 
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been hitherto proposed. The advantage of discussing the 
Mediator's proposals (mp.eundec.) they show a belief on his 
part that the solution must be different to the General 
Assembly's plen last November, ‘/e(1) slso said that 
while you were sot enamoured of a Jewish state, you now 
felt certain that it had come to stay but you wondered 
whether it would not be safer Cor the Arabs to have.a 
response to the Jewish state within definitely defined Irop 
tiers. If they attempt to bresk out of these frontiers, 
we sityposed that such action would be regarded as aggre= 
ssion, The establishment of the Jewish state would also 
have useful implications as regards imnigration.e We also 
Suzzcsted the inclusion of Western GALILSS in the Jewish 
state might be worth while the aceaptance by the Arabs 
agiuinst the advantage of establishing com on frontiers 
tarous h Nat 1EB between | Egyot and the Arab states in Asia and 
eottine Jerusalem. Further we emphasised the advantage 

2 prolonging the truce when the resurption of onerations 
ck clearly so hazardous to the Arabs and the prospects 
of victory so doubtful, especially if the Jews nad as the 
Arabs maintain improved their position in the last few 
weeks. It was nlmost cert tain that the arabs could not 
Gliminite a Jewish state by force. 

‘ 


De The Prime Minister asked whether the other Arab 
Gove vmne ~~ ould be receiving similarly the expression of 
the views of lis Majesty's Government, we said that they 


would Picea I had not yet had time to speak to the 
3 gJp tian Govermaent since we had only just heard from you. 
After pondering shortly, Iis Excellency said that though 
his plan had been to leave tomorrow morning he would try 
to secure a postponement of the decision tonight and secure 
further consideration by the,Comaittee bacstng abst We 
ancouraced him to do this. e said that he had just heard 
from his Government that Sir-H.Mack had pte an urgent... 
letter to them "putting the whole responsibility on the 
Arabs" if hostilities were resumed on July 9th, He had to 
mnit for instractions on this from the Repent who was at 
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Aman, and to whom Sir H.Mack's comnaunication had no doubt 
been forwarded. ‘a suggested that this gave further 
grounis for him to urge further consideration in the 
Comittee. Te agreed but said that he did not know(1) 
whether he would succeede 


Wis Excellency asked whether if the Arabs took Fis 
Miajeaty's Government's advice Nis Majesty's Governnent 
would he responsible to them for the conseanences as 
allies. I said that I 41a not supnose His Majesty's 
Government conlad take responsibility but if the Arabs 
accented our sivice they would, by keeping in the right, 
enable you to continue%strong support you had(1) hitherto 
given and work for ‘nore favourable solution whereas if the; 
put themselves in the wrong, you would not be uble to 
help. tiem, I may well he asked this question by the 
Suyptian Government and would welcome ursent instructions 
wnat to reply. 


De The Iraqi Prime linister took ail this quietly 
and acouiesced(1) ani said that he might get in touch 
with us (? a omitted) few days after the meeting of the 
comuittee. The conversation was short as His Excellency 
had to hurry to the committee meeting, ; 

Foreign Office pass Jerusalem, Haifa, UMDEL New 
Yorl: and Washincton as my telesrams 81, 50, 94 and °1 
respectively all Immediate, 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe542 of 8th July. 
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TOP SECRET. \ 


( \ 
palestine. oe 


Your teleypam No.651(of 7th July, 1948) and my 
telegram No.539 (of 8th July, 1948). 





Le I saw the King again this morning and found him 
drafting a communication to the other Arab States to the 
effect that unless the Arab armies could uniertake an 
immeciate victorious offensive they would be defeated ina 
long defensive war, He went on to say that unless the 
Trans jordan Government gould be assured of such an offen- 
sive they would with regret have to withdraw their troops 
from the Right. 


2. I said that this message seemed to be premature and 
that, in view of the news I had had from you about the 
Jewish rejection of the Mediator's proposals, it would be 
better to try and manoeuvre the Jews into the wronge At 
my suggestion he drafted a telegram to the Prime Minister 
referring to the B.3.C. report this morning that the 
Security Council had asked both sides to refrain fron 
hostilities and suggesting that this request together with 
the Jewish rejection of the proposals might, if handled 
properly, enable the Arabs to receive military supplies 

if the Jews recommenced hostilities, He closed by saying 
that the Prime Minister's resignation was not accepted. 


Be He expressed to me the desire to retain the Prime 
Minister's services and said that he was not yet ready to 
return SAMIR to power but if a change was essential he 
would form an administration of native born Trans jordanians 
I did not comment on this as his 4deas are still very fluid 


We, 27078. DI749, 75m in 3 sorts 10/47, Lis cect 








4. He said that if Bernadotte came here he would 
express his readiness to accept the Mediator's proposals 
with the deletion of the link with the Jewish state and 
of the right of interference by the Trusteeship council 
in other words that Transjordan should remain entirely 
indepemient. 


I remarked that the acceptance of the scheme would . 
doubtless be in the interests of Transjordan but that he 
would have to allow for opposition to this step in the 
rest of the Arab world. I also expressed the opinion 
that he should secure the support of the council of 
Ministers before making their statement to the Mediator. 
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Despatohed 8/7/48 (21.43 





MOST? TE. -|1 
Your telegram No.655 (of 8th July, 1948). 
Please pass following to Rhodes. 
Following for Mediator from FAUZI MULKI. 
His Majesty would be very pleased to see you in 
Amman tomorrow morning Friday ot 10.00 hours Amman 


time or as soon after as possible. 


y 


( /aRs/HA). b 
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Received 8/7/48 (18.00) 








Despatched 8/7/48 (14645) 
No. 653 of 8th July, 1948. 


MOST Ti IMMEDIATE. 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

Addressed to Amman telersram No.653 of July 8th. 
Repeated Tor information to Cairo, Bachdad, Beirut, 
Damascus, Jedda, 5.M.=.0., Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDEL New 
York anid /ashington. 






i | 
Your telegram "0.539. | 


You should urge the King to press for an immediate 
meeting of the political Committee of the Arab League 
to(1) consider and comply with the resolution adopted 
by the Security Council yesterday. 


2. His Majesty's Representatives (in the(mut.gp.)) other 
Arab Capitals should teke ail possible action in the same 
SENSE. 


De The text of the resolution is as followd. 


"The Security Council addresses an urgent appeal to 
the interested parties to accept in principle the 
prolongation of the Truce for such period as may be 
decided on in consultation with the mediator". 


le You shovld of course use every argument to convince 
the Arab leaders of the disastroys consequence to the 
Arabs if they refuse the Council 8s approval particularly 
as the present indications are that the Jews will sacéept. 


( 7HA). 
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No. 654 of Sth July, 1948. 


MOST IMMEDIATE. 
SECRET. 
Addressed to Amman telesram No.65 of 8th July. 

Repeated for inforaution Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut,Damascus, 
Jedda, B.ME.Oe, Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDEL New York and 
Yashingtone / iq 


Hy telegram No.653.—— | 


ress reports state that the Egyptians have opened 
the attack in South Palestine and that fighting has also 
broken out in the centre apparently involving KAWUKdI 
irrsculsarse 











2 If the fomaer report is true the Egyptians have by 


precipitating hostilities before the end of the truce 
placed the Arab cause in grave jeopardy. 


Je You should inform King Abdulluh that in my view he is 
the only leader who may now be able to retrieve the situa-= 
tion. I eurnestly hope that he will not allow himself to 
be drawn into the fighting as 2 conseanence ef the Eryotian 
action on which he was presumably rot consulted. I feel xk 
that it is more than ever essential in his own interests 

as well os those(1) of the other Arab Governments who are 
embarking on unwise courses, that he should if at all 
possible either induce the political Comittee to act as 
suggested in.way telesram under reference or (either alter- 
natively or in addition) to pursue his suggestion of 
personal discussion between himself and the Miediator, I 
Bope he will take either or both courses before deciding 

to engage his forces unless of course they are directly 
attacked. 


le | For your own information you should bear in mind that 

it King Abdullah is involved in the responsibility for the 

breach of the truce it will be imppssible for H.M.G. to 

continue payaent of the subsidy(the next instalment of whic! 

C BOs L Bed? W A2v8)on),£0 resume supplies of ammunition. 
/sthl}e 
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Despatched 8/7/48 (235215) Received 9/7/48 (06,00) 


of 8th July, 1918. 





IMMEDIATE. 
RESTRICTED. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe 759 of July 8th. 
Repeated for information B.M.E.0., Caito, Amman, and 
Saving to Beirut, Damascus, Jeaaatl), Jerusalem, Haifa, 
UMDSL New York and \/ashington, Y 
Ul 

Your telegram No.653~to Anman. 

I saw the seting Minister for Forsien Affairs this 
evening and spoke as instructed. He promised to get 
into touch immediately with the Resent and the Ireqi 
Prime Minister who are both in Amman this evening. 


ww 
Foreign Office please pass to Washincton und UEDEL 
no 


‘New York as my telegrams Saving 12 and 10. 


a ee ee ee 


|r 
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From :—tl, !. Consul-Gen, JZRUSALMMo-— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 
Despatched 8/7/18 (22,08) Received 9? 
No. Vy of 6th July, 1948. 
CONFIDE! TIAL. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram 234 of July 6th. 
Repeated to Cairo, Arman(1), Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, 
Jedda, Bll.=.00, Cairo, URD¥L New York, ‘ashington and aif 


yy 
Amman telegram No. 528. q t 0 



















It has occured to me too that the Cerse Fire might 
well end for(1) as 2 result of 2 Ascision by the Arab ((1) 
or Jewish) Govermments to resume hostilities but from some 
clashes inside Palestina(1). Imiced it seems quite 
possible that such an outcome would commend itseif to the 
Arab Govermusents since it would allow them to claim that 
their "hands had been forced by events" (blaming the Jews) 
while at the same time protesting their earnest desire to 
conrom to any pressure to extend the Cease fire on the 
part of ourselves or the “edietor. In this way they would 
hone not to forfeit entirely our goodwill while contenting 
their own sunporters who clamour for fight. 


2. The Jews may equally(find)(2) it not inconvengient 
that the end of the cease fire should come by incidents 
the blame for which could be lahd on the Arabs, 


5e(1) The attitude of opposing the populations and forces 
jaside Palestine is obviously of importance and I am 
telerraphing too{1) on tris subject. Briefly(1) put and 
so far as Jerusalem is concerned,(]) with the end of the 
original Cease Fire approaching both sides are NERVY 

ind incidents are increasing. Both(Tv) are ready to 
resume fighting, Amongst the Arabs in particular is the 
strong feeling that the Cease Fire has been gumrr&t carried 
out to their disadvantage and was part of a conspiracy of 
the west to help the Jews, They believe that extension 
will enable the Jews to re arm ‘still further. 


Lfeewe 
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le Unless therefore the force referred to in paragraph 
1(D) of telegram unier reference is forthcoming shortly 
ani unless the Arab Governments ((1) or in Jerusalem 

tself at least the Transjordan Government) give their 
whole hearted and continuous support to an extension of 
the Cease Fire and also to localisation of inevitable 
incidents, the prospects cannot be considered to be 
brishte 


Be If the worst comes to the worst and fighting is 
resumed the arguments in my telegram “o.67 will still be 
valid, BUNCHE is reported to have said in TEL AVIV 

that if(1) fighting starts again(1) observers would be 
withdrawn. This would be a pity since in Jerusalem 

at least they have gensrally established good personal 
relations with both sides and could continue to do useful 
work as liaison officers for(1) truce Commission. 


Foreign Office please pass Jedda, UKDEL New York, 
VYashington and Haifa as my telegrams 35, 7, 15 and 22 
respectively. 
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Despatched 8/7/48 (17410) Received 8/7/48 (18.00) 
of 7th July, 1948. 








CONFIDENTIAL. 

LIGHT. 

Addressed tO Foreicn Office telesram 239 of July 7the 
Repeated for information Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad, Amman, 
Jedda, Jerusalem, Maifa, UKDEL New York(Immediate) and 
‘Yashington, Cairo. 


Palestine. 


I have just seen Senor AZCARATS ‘and understand the 
present position to be as follows. 


2. The Mediator met the negotiation Committee of the 
Arab League this morningseAzggarate understood that the 
Arab League had not form replied to the Mediator's 
proposal of prolongation of the truce but he saw 

prs ctically no hope of their a ee 4t-€he Vediator put 
following(1) points to the negotiating committee this 

morning. 


(a) vould they at least agree to the continuation of 
the truce for three days (in order = mutegp.) to 
give time to get the observers(1) out of Palestine ? 


(b) Would they agree in principle to the demilitarize- 
tion of Jerusalem and to the Cease Fire continuing 
there while arrangements were worked out? 

Azcerate said th.t if both sides agreed to demili- 
tarization in principle the Mediator mig ht 
himself? go to Jerusilem otherwise not. 


(ec) Would they agree to the demilitarization etc. 
of Haifa ? 
Be The pagontabiee comaittes were reserved. on all points 


tter to be considered by the tical 
ahd fag matter, 4 ly. ral 7 . me 


bf cand 
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4e The Medintor(1) has now. cone to T3L AVIV to put 
the same points to the Jews after which he will go to 
Rhodes, 


5e <Azcarate said that he thought the Mediator's 
original proposals for 2 settlement must be considered 
as pretty well dead as both sides had re jected them, 

Ye does rot however intem) to regurd his negotiating(1) 
as- closed. 


Vv 
Foreign ffice please pass UKDEL New York etc, 


an 


(HIM/IL/HA). 


? 
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7th July, 1948. 


Despatched 8/7/48 (2@.22) (20.50) 


No. 64.9 of 






Received 











Folloving received from UXDEL New York 1881 of July 6th 
Be gins. 


Reponted for information Amaan, Rhodes, Haifa and Saving 
Vashincton. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 

Your telegram Mo.e2(1)903. 

Palestine Truce. 

CORDIER of the Secretariat states that nothing has 
been heard .t Lake Success of this reporte(1) The 
Secretariat are under the immression indeed(1) that 
peniing any agreement about the prolongation(T7) of the 
truce the Mediator(1) intends to maintoin the observers 
in Palestine(1) untIl the last possible moment, 


Foreion [ffice please pass to Aman as my 
telegram 52. 
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Fromi— H.M.Minister, XWAXXN, To— H.M.Minister, AMMAN; 


Received 8/7/48 (18,00) 






Despatched 8/7/48 (17.45) 
No. 109 of 7th guly, 1948. 


IMPORTANT. 

SECRET. s 

Licht. : 
ressed to Foreion Office telesram Noe354 of July 7th. 

Repeated for information Amman, Baghdad, Beirnt, Cairo, 

BeMew.Osy Jedda, Jerusalem, Haifa, UXDEL New York and 

Jashington. 










Your'telegram No.648 to Amman. 
The Palestine Truce. 


I saw the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs early 
this afternoon and asked him what was the latest news 
from Cairo. He only returned from there the night before 
last. He said that he had just received the message from 
(1) the Syrian Prime Minister snying that the Mediator 
was making further suggestions which he had reason te 
believe were(1) even worse than the previous ones. 


I then said that T had instructions from you to urge 

. that the truce should be prolonged and I explained what 
would have to be our attitude at the United Netions 

Organisation if the recommencement of hostilities was the 
ranlit of the Arabs. I said also we estimated the victory 
was impossible for the Arabs and that there might be _ 
serious reverses. He asked whether this estimate was | 
besed on the arms whigh he alleged the Jews had been 
receiving during the +ruce. I said that to the best of 
_™y knowledge it was based on-the performance of four weeks 
+ Cicghting. q 


I went on to say that whatever one might think of it 
one could not cet awny from the fact that in some form or 
other the Jewish state will come to stay(TV) and I asked. 
him whether he had not considered what were the advantages 
in the Mediator's suggestions: of what would be a smaller 


SS 


Jewish/eo.2 
Wr. 44976. DIG80. idm In 2 sorts 4/4. Sa BI aes 





Jewish nares @nd the specific proposils with resgurd to 
Jerusalem Haifa end LYDDA. He said that apart from not 
being able to admit a Jewish state at all it was impossible 
situation for there to be sny comection between the Jews 
and Transjordan: the next thing would be that Syria 

would be invited to absorb her(self. similarliay - Sic). 

I asked him whether it had not gamm occured (? to omitted) 
the Arabs to suggest that the frontiers of the Jewish 
state should be guaranteed in some form or other. He 

seid merely that their counter proposals had been the 
verification of the MIITARY (? state omitted). 

In conelusion T came back again to the prolongation 
of the truce which I said was the imnediate question at 
issiGe He said that this would be decided today in Cuiro 
but he thought it unlikely that it would. 


In so far as the Minister was willing to talk at 
all he was throughovt *@™@ completely(1) GRIM and 
FATALISTIC and said that the Arabs would rather fight 
ini be. heaten than acknowledge the Jewish state. In 
this way they would 2t least have saved their honour. 

Fore ion “ePice please pass to UKDEL New York, 
vashington and Haifa as my telegrams 70, 4.9 and 1 


respectively. 
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Your telesrams (? to omit 
and 648 and my telecram No. 986, 


: As the Political Committee of the Arab Leagua(2) 
was in session I hastened to call on the Minister for 
Forsign Affairs to urge the prolongation of the truce 
and the continuation of nesotintions, using appropriate 


ergunents from your telezrams under reference. 


2e His Excellency promised to communicate to the Prime 
Minister what IT had said but he much doupted that the 
Arabs could agree to the prolongation. t was a matter(1) 
of life and death for thom that there should be no Jewish’ 
state. They had no desire for renewed hostilities and 
no illusions about the military risks involved but saw no 
Alt “rnative, 


Be Long discussiong(1) ensued in which I(1) repeated witt 
all the emphnsis I could all the arpuments in favour 

of proloising the truce and pursuing discussions and 
against the Arabs exnosing themselves to the charce of 
aggression anil in which the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
arsued at length. Further report of his remarks 
(followed = Sic). 


le At the end he promised toyive my arguments mature 
consideration, “e did not know whether the 4 sting 
Political Committee had reached any conclusion or not 
tonicht/...2 
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tonighte But he informed the Prime Minister very 
briefly of the object of my representationse 


5e During(1) the conversation copy of, the message was 
hroucht in from the Iraqi Commander in/alestine to the 
effect that the Jews were already attacRing various Arab 
spositions. 

Foreign “etice please pass Jerusalem, 4aifa, UXDEL 
New York and “ashington is my telegrams 82, 51, 95 and 92 
respectively. 


[er 


(HLM/IL/IA). 
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Despatched 8/7/7;°  (12.!:!:) Received 8/7/18 (12.45) 


of 7th July, 190. 





ddressed to Porsign Office telegram IMo.2h0 of July 7th. 
Repeated for information to Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, 
Annan, Jerusalem, Huifa(l), Baghdad, UKDEL New York, 
Washington and Cairo. se 


Cairo telegram No.973 und my telegram No, 235 
pararraph 2. 


In conversation with Senor AZCARATE I mentiohed the 


possibility of the Security Council.declaring the Arabs to 
be the aggressors if they refused, while the Jews agreed, 
to prolong the Truce, Azcarate said that he thought 
that any such decision would be very unfair on the 


Arabs as he could not see what motive the Arabs could 
have in prolonging the “ruce which was obviously working 
in favour of the Jews, 


26 Azenrate was speaking personally and in confidence 
and should not be quoted. 


Foreign “ffice pass Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDRL and 
vashington as my telecrams 26, 21, 62 Misc. and 56 
respectively, 


eZ 


(JvTS/JB/HA). 
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Despatched 9/7/48 (05625) Received 9/7/18 (09.30) 
of 8th July, 1948. 











Lich. . < 
addressed to Forcign “fice telésram No.356 of July 8th, 
Repeated to Amman(1), Cairo, B.M.E.0., Baghdad, Beirut, 
Jedia, Jerusalem, Haifa, UMDEL New York and ‘/ashingtone 


Your telegram 10.653 to Auman. 
* 
Palestine “rucee 


I saw the Syrian Prime Minister this evening. He 
had returned from Cairo at midday the Palestine Committee 
of the Arab League having “wereq ,. TI understand 
however that the negotiating comuittee less Trans jordan 
is still in Cairo. 


When I started off by drawing attention to the 
Security Cou.cil's resolution the Prime Minister esked 
with an inocent look what that might be although it 
may well be true that the telegram from United Nations 
Organisation containing the resolution had not arrived. 

I suggested he might have heard of it from the press 

and I proceeded to read to him the text (?. omitted) 
I said to him that a proposal was being made by us in the 
Arab capitals that the Political Committee should meet 
urgently to (action = Sic) this resolution and I drew 
his attention to the gravity of ignoring the Security 
Council's appeal. At this point a telephone call which 
he had put through to Amman was connected and he told 
mé afterwards that they had just received there a telesram 
from the Saaurity Secretary General of United Nations 
Organisation containing the resolution, The Prime 
Minister is coing to speak later to the Lebanese President 


Although at ons point the Pr Minister, indulged in som 
bravado when I weneed him Ere Anigher aagose ofiov tng i 


United/. eee 
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United Nations Organisation he certuinly did not rule 
out the vossibility of further meeting of the Xatasz 
Political Conmittee; he(1) also told(1) me in(1l) 
confidence that the Syrians would (would not = Sic) 

go into action tomorrow unless they were (1) (gpeundece. ? 
attacked by) the Jews. I also understood him to say 
that the Arabs would be prepared to consider a 
pRolongation of the truce provided(1) the terms of the 
expiring one were altered. But as such t ‘Yj (1) 
apparently include the stoppage of (all) Jewighfand denied 
the use of Haifa IT imagine the Jews would never ‘accepte 


Va 


(HIM/IL/AA). 
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IMMEDIATE. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.2h1 of July 8th. 
Repeated for information Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus,Amman, 
Jedda, Haifa, Jerusalem, UKDEL New York and Vashington.e 












COMPIDE TIAL. 


T Gil De 
Palestine. 


Brigadier CLAYTON ard I have just seen the Trinsjordan 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and spoken to him on the lines 
of your telegrams Nos.641, 61:3(1), 648 and 651 to Anman. 
Moving heard us out he said that the Arab League had 
already yesterday given their reply to the Mediator about 
the extension of the truce. Todays meeting of the Politi- 
eal Committee would merely discuss arrangements for the 
administration of the Arab areas(1). The reply pointed 
out that the truce had worked entirely in favour of the 
Jews who had taken the opportunity to bring in arms and 
men and to improve their position generally (this seems 
to be borne out by Jewish broadcasts, see my telegram No. 
235). The position therefore from the Arab point of view 
was intolerablgand could not continue. 


20 FAUZI Pasha continued that the reply left the door 
open Tor further discussions and that the Arab forces 
would not (repeat not) start en offensive but would 
confine(1) themselves to local operations. He added that 
(1)the Jews hid already started attacking in various 
plAacaB. 7 


35. He paid(1> that the Arab League had accepted(1)a 
principle of a cease fire in the Old City of Jerusalem 
and agreed not to use it as a base for any operations. 
This anpeared to have satisfied the Mediator. FHUATI 
thoucht it more likely however that the Jews would now 


Wt. 44976. Di680. 14m in 2 sorts £/48. attrck/se.2 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 





Code are 
Clear 

From i— : To :— 
Despatched Received 
No. of 





attack the old city. The Arabs had not felt it possible 
to(l) agree to the denilitarigation of the whole of 
Jerusalem as there were 600,000 Jews in Jerusalem and it 
‘rould be quite impossible to ensure their(1) disarmament 
or to depend(1) on their observing any conditions agreably. 


le Speaking of the Palestine j,uestion in general Fauzi(L) 
Pasha (said)(2) that it was quite out of the question for 
any Arah Government or leader to(1) accept a Jewish state. 
The Mediator's proposals had broken down largely over the 
fact that they were based on its establishgent, and this 
had remiter(ed)(2) a1 his other suggestio ee practi- 
cal importance. ‘hile some Arabs might realise that a 
Jewish state might have come to stay, it would have to be 
imposed by force as it is agreement could not go(1) beyond 
some mensnre of automomy. ‘Ye sained the impression however 
that this autonomy micht in his view ultimately develop 











into something nearer soverscignty. 
be gadier Clayton .lso0 sev the Lehinese Prime Minister 
th andi made your points with him. The “rime 
Mini action was the same as Fauzi Pas though 
0 hly more briefly. Ne ended up that in 
ations came too lute and that the 


y been taken, 


be It oroved impossible to see (Insert word already 
spelt becinning with AZ(1)) yesterday but(1) Brigadier 
Clayton conveyed to nin(T) by telephone before the meeting 
of the Political Comuittee the gist of your advice on the 
subject of the truce. 


F.0.please pass Immediate to Haifa, Jerusalem, UKDEL 
ii,¥. «und Washington as my telegrams 22, 27, 65 Mise. and 
57 rgspectively. 


HLN/IL/HA). 
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SECRET, 

GHT, 
GIANT, 
Addzessed to Foreign Uffice telegram I'0.992 of 8th July. 
Repeated to Aman, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, 
Jerusalem, Haifa, UMDEL New York and Washington, 


My telegram No.991: 
Palestine. . 


When the Ministcr for Forsign Affairs pointed to the 
Jewish breaches of the Truce as proof of the ill faith 
which made the solutions(1) at present suggested 
impossible I asked whether the Arab States had supplied 
the Security Council or the member Gove ynments with(l) 
instances and proofs of the breaches, e said that they 
had not but had given the information to the Mediator 
who after all was the person designated by United “ations 
Organisation for the purpose. He indicated that 
unfortunately this information did not seem to be 
passed on, 


Foreign “rfice please pass Jerusalem, Saifa, UKDEL 
New York and Jashincton as my telegrams 85, 54, 97 and 9h 
respectively. 


(J7S/I3/FA ) — —3 
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MOST IMMEDIATE. ~ 

ddre sse © Foreign (Cfice telegram No.997 of July €th. 
Repeated for informs tfon. to Baghdad, Beirut, Jerusalem, 
Joaia i, Damascus, Arman, Haifa and UKDEL New York and 


\ingtone 


are ORI tax 
LIGHT. - v 
Palestine. 


I learn fr . most reliable source that at midnight 
last night AGZAM(L) informed AZCARATE ora pay that (1) the 
Arabs declined to ‘ecept the extension of th ruce in 
view of the experience of the past four eaeke and that 
2 note to this effect would follow siving the reasons. 











also told AZee..e I ungerstand th the Arabs 
Sei recognition of the fact that the Holy 


Jerusslem were(1) in sate custody in Arab hinds 








Arabs would allow sccess thereto Por worship. 
3s AS re T27ds Ha ita ASeecee is stated to ae told AGsiuas 


tnut the Arabs would agree to its demi iteration but 
elaimed to be represented in the civil(1) SEC ut AR tinbs 
Thev nade the stipulations that the demflitarisation 
ould cover the whole of the town of Haifa and that the 
should not be used for the admission of inmizrants 
he imvortation of ams und var materials. 






Note After AZZAM and AZCARATE have both been spelt with 


the initial group A% any further reference to either oF 
them = ranude by Fineeee word alresdy spelt beginning with 


en 
= * +4 is therefore auite impossible to distinguish 
Whether AZZAM or AZCARATS is intended other than from the 


sense of the text, 
bt ew ek 
s: Oe oe ie eee 


J 


FeO. please pass Haifa, Jerusalem, Ukdel N.Y 
and Washington as my tels. 55, 86, 98, 95 me 


respectively. * f, 
 & 
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Despatohed 9/7/:8 (18.415) Received 9/7/48 


56 #€ oth quly, 1945. 


MOST ITATE. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe5y6 of 9th July. 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No.1lil 





Washington No. 70 

Baghdad No.127 

Beirut No.119 

Cairo No.162 

Damascus No.108 

Jeddah No. 96 

B.M.E.O6 No.151 

CONFIDENTIAL. Trees . WNoel31 
See (a) (9?) 
PALSSTIIE. Vy 


\ 


Your telegrams Nos.653 and 654 (of 8th July, 1948). 


Ls I sow the Prime Minister of Trans jordan this morning 
and he expressed regret for what had happened. He said 
that he had had every intention of securing the prolonga- 
tion of the truce but that he had Tailed because every 
other member of the Committee turned against him. He 
had honed to be supported by the new Iraqi Prime Minister 
but in the event the latter was more intransigient than 
the others. His argument that they could not continue 
because of lack of supplies was met by bland assurances 
that whatever might be the position of Transjordan the 
others were perfectly capable of waging a defensive war 
or some time to comes As regards Transjordan the others 
were convinced that Great Britain could not let the Arab 
Legion be defeated and would assist when the time came. 


In these circumstances the Prime Minister did not 
feel that he could withstand the will of the others and 
take a minority decision. In fact the warparty led by 
Agzam had wone T feel that he was to blame to the 
extent to which he failed to report developments to 


Armane 
2/s eee 


We, 27078, D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47. 





2. I asked him what line of action he could suggest to 
extricate Transjordan from the present position and 
whether a reunion of the Political Committee to consider 
the appeal of the Security Council was feasible. He 
replied that no appeals would have any effect on the 
other Arab leaders in their present frame of ininf, Whet 
was now wanted were sanctions by the Security Council 
against all the Arab states including Transjordan, A 
decision to impose sinctions would be a subject on which 
the Political Comittee could be reconvened with some 
hope of serving a useful purpose. 


I made the point about the withholding of the subsidy 
and he merely said that that also would be useful 
Pressures 


He expressed the hope that the Security Council 
could be induced to sct immediately and in the meanwhile 
the Arab Legion would be ordered to play a.purely defensiv 
role and would not fire unless attacked. 


Se I saw King Abdullah inmediately afterwards. He 
opened by saying that he was convinced that the Prime 
Minister had done his best in Cairo but had been 
overwhelmed by the majority. He had assured the Prime 
Minister of his complete confidence and had induced hin 
to withdraw his resignation. 


He also felt that it was quite useless to sumion the 
Political Cormittee again until some new factor was 
introduced into the situation. I repeated the Prime 
Minister's suggestion about Security Council pressure 
which he adopted enthusiastically and proposed to put it 
to the Mediator who was dus to see him shortly afterwards. 


As regards breaches of the truce by the Syrian and 
Egyptian forces, he said that he had no information and 
added, quite rightly, that I must realise his inability 

ito eontrol/...3 
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to control their activities in the slightest degree. 

He hed, hovaver, omlered the Arab Legion to avoid 
fighting as far as the holding of their present positions 
permitted, p 


Le The Mediator came to see me as soon 9s he left the 
King sccompanied by BUNCEE and MOHNE. King had said 
that he would have accepted the suggestions about 
Palestine provided the Link with Jewish State and the 
subordination to the Security Council were removed but 
that it was difficult in present circumstances to go 
against the united opposition of the rest of the Arab 
world. The King made the point about Security Council 
pressure and said that if this was applied he would then 
convene the Political Comnittee with some prospect of 
success, He had told the hicdiator about the Prime 
Minister's efforts in Cairo and about his orders to the 
Arab Legion. 


The Mediator made it clear to the King that while 
he would assist him internationally as far as was 
possible it was the King's role to get the other Arab 
states to agree to any particular solution which met 
with the King's approval. 


The King concluded by saying that he wanted the war 
to stop and wanted a settlement on the basis of the 
Mediator's proposals but that neither of these things 
would be possible until the other Arab leaders had been 
frightened into a more reasonable state of mind. 


5e The Mediator asked me for my opinion on the proposed 
use of sanctions. I expressed agreement with the course 
proposed by the King and Prime Minister and added that 
there seemed to be no other’ alternative except that of 
letting the two parties fight it out. He then said that 
he would send a strongly worded telegram to the Security 


Council/, . ol 
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Council but Bunche argued that that was insufficient and 
that the Mediator should proceed to Lake.Success 
inmediately both to apply personal pressure and to ensure 
speedy action which was esseutial, The Mediator argued 
that he would like to do more in regard to the future 

of Palestine before leaving the Middle Hast while Bunche 
maintained that the stopping of the war was most 
important. They asked me for my opinion and I supported 
Bunche (I hope you will forgive my sally into interna-= 
tional politics). 


e The Mediator finally announced his decision to 
proceed to Lake Success immediately after having advised 
both parties of his intention to report to the Council 
and requested them to avoid hostilities untti nt 

returne 


6. Inmy inmediately following telegrem k amSubmitting 
my observations on the position. 


Foreign Office please pass Most Immediate to UKDEL 
New York, Washington, Jeddah and Jerusalem as my 
telegrams Nos.,l11, 70, 96 and 131 respectively. 


(ASK/HLM/HA). 
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IMPORTANT. 


' Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.547 of Oth July. 


Repeated for information to B.M.E.0. Nowl52 
TOP SECRET. ) 


t 
PALESTINE. ork ‘OV 


My telegram No.e546 (of 9th July, 1948). 


1. I think that it is fair to say that once the - 
Political Committees of the Arab League had decided on 

the evening of the 6th July against any prolongation of 
the truce there was no prospect of securing a reversal 

of that decision prior to the expiration of the truce. 
King Abdulish and the Transjordan Government alons did not 
carry enough weight to change the issue, As the Prime 
Minister said to me after his return, he might have done 
something if either Egypt or Iraq had helped. 





I agree with the King and Prime Minister that without 
the introduction of any new factor a meeting of the 
Political Committee to consider the Security Council's 
last moment appeal would have found Transjordan again in 
a minority of one. 


2. It can be said of course that it would have been 
better for Transjordan to register 2 dissenting voice 
but the answer is that this would not have affected 

the result but would merely have drawn on to Trans jordan 
popular odiun. 


Transjordan could only affect the issue by withdraw- 
ing the Arab Legion from Palestine (they could hardly stay 
there without fighting if the other Arab forces continued 
the conflict) and this action would involve Transjorden 
in most serious dangers. It would lead to the collapse 

of the/. se 2 
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of the Arab front in Palestine, to the probable exclusion 
of Trans jordan from the Arab League ind to the’return 
of the liufti to power and favour. 


I discussed the passibility of such a step tentati- 
vely with Glubb and the Prime Minister, The former 
considered that there would be serious danger of 2 
mutiny of the Arab Legion personnel if they learned that 
they were abandoning the other Arab troops. The latter 
anticipated internal disorders in Transjordan and said 
that the step was not one which he could contemplate 
taking in present circuwnstaiuces. Transjordan might walk 
out of the League with impunity in peace time but it 
could not do so now, 













36 It may I submit be accepted that it would be too 
dangerous for Trans jordan to leave the Arab League at 
present and the alternative is that it must continue to 
co-operate with the other members for good or for ill 
until such time as the conflict is settled one way or 

the other. In other°words from our point of view a live 
Trans jordan within the League is at present of more 

value to us potentially than an excommunicated Trans jordan 
outside, This temporary expedient does not affect any 
doubts which I have expressed before as to the general 
desirability of the League having regsrd to British 
interests. 


lhe I feel that future appeals by us to, the Arabs to be 
reasonable will serve no useful purpose. In fact I 

think that the Arab States are getting into an unfortunate 
habit of disregarding our advice. It is for this reason 
that the idea of Security Council sanctions is attractive. 
It will bring home to the Arabs that they have something 
to lose by defying world opinion and our advice, it will 
provide the Arab leaders with 2 face saving-device and it 
will enable the whole question to be reopened in the Avab 
League on a new dvasis. 


8S far as/oee3 
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As far as Transjordan is concerned it is remarkable 
that the King and the Prime Minister should welcome the 
idea of the imposition of samctions on Transjordan also, 
It is however to be hoped that results will be secured 
fairly soon otherwise a prolonged withholding of the 
subsidy and supplies by His Majesty's Government may 
bring about the disintegration of the Arab Legion and 
with.it the privilezed position we enjoy in Trans jordan 
as a result of thirty years work. 


5e I gather that the Mediator is hopeful of working up 
some useful line from here and he told Pirie-Gordon after 


lesving me that he proposed to return to Amman as soon 
as possible. 


( ASK/MH/JFS/HA). 
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MOST IMMIEDIATS. 

oT 
Afaresse. +o Amman telesram No.666 of July 9th. 
Repeated for information to B.MoE.0. 


Your telegram no. 52.4 
I approve your language. 


I do not imow whether the situation has chang red as a 
result of the King's conversation with Count BERNADOTIS 
but if you consider it is still appropriate you sould now 
advise the King on the following lines. 


26 The Arab Legion has borne the brunt of the fighting in 
Palestine hitherto, and is by far the most effective 
fighting force on the Arab side. Thus the recent decision 
of the Arab League rican that the Governments which have 
made Little contribution to the Arab war effort are dicta- 
ting that the Arab Legion shall again engage in hostilities 
In the circumstances the King would be fully justified in 
pointing out that the acioe has ammunition only for a few 
days more, that if the Arabs put themselves in the wrong 
by taking’ the initiative in breaking the truce they cannot 
axpect further supplies from His Majesty's Government, and 
that he has no alternative source of supply. Consequently 
he cannot comait the iimprudence of ordering his forces to 
take the offensive. They must stand on their present 
position resisting attuck if necessary but at all costs 
conserving their maaan Hlon(2). His first obligation must 
necessarily be to defend his own country and he cannot 
sllow his forces to be rennoad to a state which makes the 
discharge of that obligation impossible, In asking the 
Arab Leacue to reconsider its Beaseian to refuse an 
2xtension of the_truce ore h lust : 
ee ee peatian tn the dene ot of ER eS Be eettion 


as outlined 2bove. 





(HLM/Jrs/Hi). 
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Fromt— Hil. Ambassador, CaAIRnOofo= H.M.Minister, AMMAN 


Despatched 9/7/);8 (16.05) Received 9/7/18 (16.10) 
of Oth July, 1948. 





MOST IMMEDIATE, 
S. CI Ble 
\ddressea to Foreign Of 


PP4 











ice telegram No,.1005 of July Sth. 
eated for informa tion Amman, Basghdod, Belrut,Damascus, 


2dia, Jerusalem, Naifa, UKDEL New York and ‘Vashincton.e 
Your tealerram No.1170. Palestine. 
‘aes 
The Euyyotian Diceotor of Military Jat. denies the 
truth of the report that Ecyptian +roops have made attacks 


in Southern Palestine. 
that 





26 It is 
Military 
three Jew: 
line had been re=oecupi@l by Jewish forces. These 
settlements were he state#/held by *alestine Arab 








8 yerhips worth mentioning ,the Director of 
Tat. told my Nilitery Att aché that on July 
1 settlements south of the Eryptian front 


irre gulurs and not by regular Egyptian forces, It 


thy 4. 


refore scems possible that if there was a clash in 


area occupies by the Bsyptian forces it may have been 
ry Int 


caused by these incidents. Tho Director of Milita 





Claims that those irregulors are not under the con 
of the he arty e You will remember that ote 









my conversation with the Minister for Porsign Af 
v AZO R sca message from im Pa lestine | 3(1 


re Jews were attackine(2) 






Se The Security Council may wish to investigate 


weighing up any questions of aggression, Many pre 
statements about the actions of either sides will 


trol 


.irs 
1) 


Tap. 


when 
ss 
io 


Joub etd) be put out either by correspondents who have 


sifted them or by PROPAGADISTS(L)« 


Fore 4 
UIDEL New Cs um Vashington as my telegrams $1, 
105 and 100 vesnectively. 


‘Pio 
(7 T /tre ———— = 
CUA, ATS7E. biaoe iém in 2 sorts 6/4. 


‘fice please pass to Teraoes eee Bethy 
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the 
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MOST IMMEDIATE. 
SECRET, 

LIGHT. 

ANT e i 
Addressed to Forcign Office telegramNo.1008 of uly 9th. 
Repeated to Amman, Baghdad, Beirut,” Damascus, Jedda, 
Jorasalem, Haifa(h), UKDEL New York and Wasiington. 





/ 





| 


(9 My telegrams omitted) 999 and 1005; Palestine. 


GALLAD Bey informs me that, on receipt of the message, 
King FAROUK replied that he had given no order to start 
the fichting, 2A that the Minister of Defence, to whom 
he had at once telephoned assured him that no such 
orders had been given though His Majesty added, it would 
not have been unnatural if the Esyptian troops had beaten 
the sun, since the Jews hed continued to fire upon them 
for 5 hours after the beginning of the truce. GALLAD 
seid that there was so far no news hers. of the resumption 
of hostilities by the Esyptiun troops. 


Foreign Office pass Jerusalem, Naifa,' UKDEL New York 
ind Washiuston as my telegrams 95, 62, 10h, and 101. 


(HIM/JPS/HA )e 


= 
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From i— Ti.M,Ambassador,CAIRO, To = H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 
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No. 176 of 9th July, 198. 





Tid, TEDIATE, 

SI ‘ORS As 

Addressed to Poveipn Office telegram Ifo.1001. 

Repeated to AMMAR Ny Boirat(), Baghdady (gpeumlec.), Jedda, 
Jorussiem, Haifa, UXDEL New York and \/ashinyton. 


My telegram No.°98. 
I huve not so far heard the result of my message. 


2e I very much hope that Wis Majesty's Governnent(1) 
wy(1) find it possible to instruct their delegation on 

tne Security Council, during the debate on the end of 

the sruce to insist that the reports of the observers and 

the Mediston(1) on the alleged breaches of the truce 

should be furnished to the(1) Council and studied by them 

before decisions are £aken,~ ind that the Political 

Committee of the Arab League should be invited to supply 

eopiss of the complaints and supporting evidence which 

it sent to the Mediator. 


Be Sir J. TRoutbeck has seen this and strougly agrees. 


Fore 4 m YePice please pass Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDEL 


New ere nd | Vashington as my telegrams 90, 60, 102 and 
9° respectively 
(J7S/HiNM/HA). . 


We. 44976. DIGBO. i4ém tn 2 sorts 2/48. 





FILE 10.$/1014,/48, _/TELEGRAM. 
Cypher ID/Orr / . f ¥3 ) 
Code LS , ae 


Fromi— S.0F 3. 7.0. LOUDONTom N.u.Ministar, AMMAN, 








(21.25) 


(21,20) 





Received 9%'7,/1:8 
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SECRET, 

Addressed to Guiro telecram Io 1181 of July 9th. and 
lad, Jedd2, Avion, Beirut, Damascus, 

“i for information B.M.f.O5., UKDEL New York, 

ington, Jerusalem and Waits. 





You should again haprsss | on the Government to which 
you are accredited the crave danger to the Arabs if they 


pereist in ref the appe s(t) (? of ))Sceurity 


3 
Council for an ext 
fr 








ension of the truce particularly in 
view of(1) the fact that the Jews have accepted. In 
thase circumstances the Security Council are bound to 
enforce action under Chap er oun of the charter against the 
arab States and in tha there will be litéle or 
nothins that His Hajes rmment can do to assist 





the Arabs, 


=e The fact that the a@ecision of the Political Comnittes 
oF the Arab Lensue was taken on the basis of the 
z r an 


e the Comittee had 
fhe Security Council 
on a bridge over 
to retreat without 













i wailit sary 








pefor ructed Sir to ask the Security 
Gouns s1 ie 2 golve upon of the truce in order 
to give time for e lf port on its onerstion 
and to conment o: e by both sides. Thus 
/ 
é eoel 
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i? the Arabs would agree to a brief extension they would 
be given the opportunity of explaining to ths Security 
Couneil their ground for helieving that the truce has 
been oneesided in its effect and of proposing if they 


o 


2sire modifications of its terms, 


tbe I do not tmow at what stage | it will be possible 
for Sir 4. Cri can to introduce this resolution, But 
my instructions to nim on his action im the Security 
Council must necessarily depend to some extent upon the 
readiness of the Arab Governments to(T!) co-operate 
vith the e*forte te which I(1) aa making to save then 


” 


from the conseauences of ther own he sty decision®. 
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SECRET. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe243 of July 8th. 
Repeated for information Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus,Amman, 
vedda, Jerusalem, Haifa, U New York, Washington and 


Cairo. gO 


My telegram lo.21. Palestine. 


It is difficult to believe that serious fighting 
Will not soon break out again unless the Mediator can so 
satisfy the Arabs as to the (polic€éSic)ing of the truce % 
that they will agree to its prolongation. The Arabs(1) 
can hardly i.e. imagine their romaining on the defensive 
for long and seeing the Jews continue to improve their 
military position which they will now be able to do mora 
easily than ever(Ti/). The whole point of the Arabs 
refusing to accept the prolongation of the truce in its 
present coniitions was to(1) stop the Jews from 
improving their position, and this can only be done by. 
offensive action or by United Nations observers. 


2e It therefore seams essential that the Mediator 
‘should be impressed without delay with the tuportance of 
trying to satisfy the Arabs thet he can (? carry omitted) 
out his duties effectively. This however will not be 
easy ror any profound distrust which the Arabs have 

for all his arrangements. 


es a 
Foreign ?fice please pass to Jerusalem etc. 


(JTS/PU/HA). 
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8th July, 1948. 





SECRET. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.751 of July 8th. 
Repeated to Cairo, B.M.E.O., Amman, Beirut, Damascus,’ 
Jeddah, Jerusalem, Haifa, Washington and UKDEL New York. 

My telegram No.746. Palestine. 

I have gone over the same ground with the Acting 
Prime Minister, -He said that he could only express his 
personal view since the decision rested with the Arab 
League but he thought it likely that the Arab states would 
agree to extend the cease fire and he considered that it 
would ba in their intercsts to do 580. 

Foreign Offic: pleage pass to ashington, UXDFL New 


York and Haifa as my telegrams 58, 41 and 10, 


(HIM/MD/TIA). 
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SECRET. 
LIGHT. 


G AuT. 

a arcssed to Foreign Office 503 and to B.M.z.0. 
Repeated for infomation Damascus, Baghdad, Amman, 
Jerusalem, Jedda, Haifa, Cairo, UKDEL New York, 
Washington(l). 


Poreicn [Office telesram Noe648 to Amman. 


I spoke en the Lines with the Minister for Foreign 
APs faken: “th iis morning(2) , using 211 the arguments and 
acon ctatis in Porcicn Office ts Le greuas NoseGlil and 642 
to Amman as well, The Minister for External Affairs 
mms bitterly isa ppointed(2) to Jig arn that His M ajesty's 


Goverment's conclusion tint the (Je tish)(2) state is 
ilrcnily 2 Tact and has come = et: i in SOUR POTtie That 
had some as a very real ani Cisell usior ing shock to hin 


wh I had hinted brosdly enou mn ig vs it, (1) 
T personally felt something of this s ort m icht happen(T.! ). 













le bececd me to convey to you his ee 4 nest hope that 
t least, refrain from accor ang ‘the Jewish 
form Of racosnition for as long sB you possibly 
Be For the rest al that as he had 
had no reliable i re g reply or cout 
-POpOB: ils to the Meci vz he conld only send a tals 
gount of what I had said to(1) the Le nese(1) Prime 
ister Ww we Cuiro But because he aia sot e rad 
>, $ 1? 1 t 






here, negoti. ating 1 
We. 44976. DIGB. ihm in 2 sorts 4/18, Bfeee2 
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and suggestions. the Minister 

nore 2nd mora discouraged. 
that I may have convines4 

roloi the Truce 


a 





as 


yer become 
heir covst. If 
2r6 declaring" he 
wy evening 

tions avout 
Li ted Stut 










a from 
é 5 eter te rly 
re a atta ires 1) iis 


~ 











was very upset 
ven of Anglo 










° were 
to sorrone + all who 
the Jews. After all he 
that our enemies had 

a ith the result that we 
back(1) in Iraq. He feared 
to regret the auanda 

of America hi 
stic policy. 


. f 
been(1) 2s 
now Tn a 


vira +o 












pass Imnediate to B.M.E.0. as my 


29ass to LIDSL.New York 
Tem 28 felecrams 51, 


eon pee 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

GHT. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram llo.235 of 6th July. 
Repeated to Baghdad, Beirut, Damiscus,Jedda, Amman, 
Jerusalem, Waifta, UDEL New York and V/ashingtone 


Such hopes as there may have been of the Arabs 
iwrecing to a prolongation of the truce seem to be just 
Loading though they may still be prepared to continue 
negotiations. This appears clear from 2 number of 
conversations which Bricadier CLAYTON has had recently 
with the Arab leaders. A further indication may be the 
Pact that the negotiating committee of the Arab League 
have postponed until tomorrow a maeting which had bsen 
aiready(1) arranged with the Mediator for thes afternoon. 


2.(1) This attitude on the part of the Arabs is not 
wholly sirprising sceing that the Jews have publicly stated 
that they have creatly improved their military position as 
a result of the truce. This was amounced in a broadcast 
by TEL AVIV some days aoe 

Se At Senor AUCARATE's request a (mutegp.) conversation() 
took placo this morning between him and His Majesty's 
Ambassador.Sir Hugh Dow Erigadier Clayton and I were 
present. ‘Je suggested to Senor Azcarate that if a. 
prolongation of the Truce for the whole of Palestine 

proved impossible 4% might be possible at least to 

exclude Jerusalem from the fighting area. Sir Hugh Dow 
stated(1) the grave likelihood of the whole of Jerusalem 
being reduced largely to RURBLE if hostilities were 

reneved there (1). _—Senor Azearste said that he would 
mention this to the Mediator as soon as he sav him. In 
Sir tugh Dow's opinion the chances of a successful 
prolongstion or the Truce in Jerusalem would be much 
enhanced 


7 


br the Mediator's own presence there, Both the 
oe wish, Ne son 
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Jewish «and Arab leaders would more easily follow him 
there than to Rhodes. At present the absence of 
responsibility 0. the leaders on both sides(1) is one 
of the most inflammatory features of the situation. 
This point was made to Azcarate,. 


Foreign “rice please pass Jerusalem, Haifa, 
UKDEL New York and Vashin-ton as my telegrams & 90, 23, 
1860 and 5l. respectively. 


(JFS/IJB/HA). 
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Received 9/7/18 (21.00) 





Despatched 9/7/);8 (18.55) 
No. 1:7 of 7th July, 1948. 





CONFIDENTIAL. 

Anaressed to Foreign Office telegram No.240(1)of July 7th. 
Repeated to Cairo, Amman, UKDEL(1)New York, Heifa and 
Saving to Bachdnad, Beirut, ons Jedda, B.M.Be QO. and 


Vashinzton. s \ 
Lo) 
es 


Local prospects for the extension of the cease fire. 
) arab civilians eve leaving Jerusalem in large numbers. 
They are convinced that fighting ought to snd will be 
resnmed, ‘while afr2id of the results some of them profass 
to welcome 2n end of the suspense, in which most hive 
been living as refugees in an overcrowded Old City, even 
if it meens an Arab defeat. There is amongst the 
civilians and even more amonest the Arab Legion in 
increasing bitterness towar'’s the Nedidtor and the West 
in veneral, 


Ny telegram lo. 236 





2. The idea expressed(1) in paragraph 5 of Cairo 
telegran Nos96O has taken root smongst the Arabs here. 
It is being(1) said that the Mediator accepted his appoin=- 
tment with iy (speundece ? intention of) helping the Jews. 
His observers are accused of comi¥ing at the Jewish breachas 
of the cease fire or, at the best, of failing to impose 
sanctions for such breaches. In the other varts of 
Jerusalem the Jews complain of Arab snipers, probably with 
Penson. A more serious Arab allegation is that the 
observers do not carry out a real check of Jewish traffic 
at BAB EL WAD and are allowing the Jews to bring in arms 
and ammunition. The Jews have certsinly succeeded in 
considerably improving their munitions position which was 
not good shortly before the cease fire, Whether the 
improvement was 2 result of supplies brought in on their 
"Burma road" before the cease fire, as the Jews assert, 
or of breaches of the cease fire, 4s the Arabs(1)clain, 
is hard to judge. It may well be that both have played 
their vart. As you are doubtless aware Mr. BEN GURION 

TS sawe 
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rted to have said in Haifa on June 30th that 
1L(1) was stronger on land and sex and in the air than 
the Beginning of the cease fire, 


Se An indication of the fact that the cease fire has 

in fact(B) operated on the whole to the advantage of the 
Jews may be the change in their propaganda(1) line which 
is no longer that the Mediator is enforcing the cense fire 
one - sidedly but concentrates on the “unilateral” action 
or H.M.G. over men of military age in Cyprus. 


he In the general anti Buropean feeling which criticism 
of the Mediator has produced amongst the Arabs, H.M.G. are 
once again being attacked on the grounds that 


(a) the stert of the Jewish State was the Balfour 
Declaration 


(b) the Arab armies were(1) formed to counter balance 
it and limit Jewish expansion, and now, 


(c) in order to maintain the bilance H.M.G. is seeing 
to 4t(1) that the Arabs ave insufficiently 
supplied. with munitions. The absurd but danger- 
ous mood of despair into which the Arabs are 
drifting is illustrated by the remark mada to me 
in public by the commander of the Arab Legion in 
the 014 City: “Turope and America are fighting 
aciinst us and we must fight against them". This 
mood(1), purely emotional, which may at any 
morient plunge the Arabs into the fight 
blinced by no reasonible preparations 





> 


2 he mood of the Jews is very different.,While the 


Ps 
lvittins certainly do not want & resumption of hostilities, 


be ing/. . Pe) 
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the morale of their. forces is excellant and(1) every step is 
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From :— To— ‘ 


Despatched 





being taken to prepnre for battle. So active have the 
oaws been, end so idle the Arabs, in the preparation of 
tranches and fortifications oe thease allowed by 

the observers and (epsundec. ) that one observer 
thought it necessary to inform the Arabs of the Jewish 
aetis ity and adv rigad thom to do likewise His 

oriiendly advice met with little re BpONs?s 





6. A faetor of some importance is the I.Z.L. which is 
Strong in Jerusalem and which has never weleomed the 
cease fire. Jewish authorities here appear to be 
unvilling and possibly unsble to t:ke as strong s line 
arainst the I.2.L. 28 has been tuken inside the Jewish 


statee 


Forcirn Office please piss to UMDTL New York, Haifa 
md Washineton as my telerrams 48, 25 27d Seving L 
res? ectively. 


(3F3/P%/HA). ee 
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FROM: CAIRO DESPD: 1025 hrs 7.7.48 


TO :; RHODES 





NO : & DATED: 7.7.48 








MOST IMMEDIATE 
Addressed to Rhodos telegram Nc. 5 of July 7th, 


repeated for information to Foreign Office No. 978, U.K, 
Delegation, New York No. 92, Weshington No. 89, Haife No. 46 
and Saving to Beghded No. 73, Jeddsh No, 80, Amman No, 72, 
Beirut No. 73, Demascus No. 78 and Jeruselem No. 20. 

Plesse suspend sction on Foreign Office telegrém to 
you No. 26 /of July Sth/. There ere further considerations 
which I em putting to Foreign Office. 

Foreign Office pleese pass to U.K. Delegaeticn, New 
York and ‘veshington es my telegrems Nos. 92 snd 89 respect- 


ively. 


CAMPBELL 


Cuy'D FILE 40.39/1014/48. TELEGRAM. 
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Fromi— 4,11, Ambassador, CAIRO,Tom H.M.Minister,AlMain. 





Addr=ssed to F,O. telegram No.991 of July 8th. 
Repeated for information Anms m, Bichilad, Beirut,Damascus, 


deddn, Jerusalem, UXDEL Tew York, iishington and Haifa. 


SECRET. (1) ) 
Light. k Ce 
Glant 
iy telegram ro.(987(1) or 985('T7).(1) 


Palestine. 













(Gp.undec.) KHASABA made tho familiar points about 
danger of a devish st ite with ercy und capacity of 
‘Ss opp t t col Give LETRARGY am 
i] it 










being(1) 
Pant Gail ( jeUndece ) 26 
tivation of 121 Ze UNAdtC. 2 nowledge). 
3 } } oO 
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.On L ae Livy £ HGQ 4 ALi 
sion, questioned the utility of a4 . 
or two or three, Fresant world circ (and 
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real 
b1lO,. ie would like to see the 
coynise this and forward{1) the 
Se “to ct(1) general assembly but (gpeundec. ) 
Ge thit fe it work could raally be understood 
ni weiched up. In the meay ‘time (1) the status quo 
ould be muintained and proper end really ne utral Se Ze 
Sviss(1l)= observers rut in, Bet (2 spseuniec.) could 


‘ 






a8 it vould be too Sreauer™ to maintain Shem; world 
conditions tht improve to the point where the nations 


oroblem objectively and the time he 





understanding of the question to be 
Arabs asked for no fa iY bat only 
stice crphered tyiee) justice. But the 
tional situation vith its conflict of 
Giz not seam to jarmmit of this. 








he no Jevtish 
ee 


¢ 
i 
ne 





the air 9e 
i ‘cal observers 
ich a8 the Wadiator 
down the condition 
10t pre judge the 
might lesd to. 






c 2010. be or 
eveh a sma cco for 
, Me as es 







procedure he succes 
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and equitable solution 


I seriously tron ght ti 
. PS ‘ 
Piatie el his succestion 


ot obsarves the jsab armies would probably Vvithdres w(1) 


2 


Be I rapeatedly urced most strongly that the Arabs 

; &@ not wisk heins pronounced the agsressors und the 
ten, for Forcign A®fairs finelly promised: to consider 
toe) ‘hy the rey ese nt: tons I had iaade on you 

instructions anc the «“guments advenced{1) . He admitted 

lowever that he was not at peeaeat conviticed, 
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Fromi— liomin, CarZo. To:—H.M,Winister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 9/7/18 (23205) Received 10/7/48 (08.25) 





IM gO 
Adadrcesed to FO, telegram Moe2(1)4 of July Sth. 


Repeated for in : Bughdad(l), Beirut, Damascus, 
Aitinn, Jedda, J2rusalem, Haifa, URDEL New York ond Washingt 


SECRET. f 
Licit. f 17) 


Your telegram ifo.655 to Amnon. Palestine. 





1. Brigadier CLAYTON and I saw AZZAM Pasha yesterday 

.Pternoon before your telesram had arrived and put to 

him amongst other points that made in your paragraph 4. 

ie was not greatly impressed and assured us that the 

Arabs had syrfici arms for a two ionths campaign and 

would be able to ¢ more by one means or another after 

that. He did not exclude Russia as a source of supply. 

He thought too that America's bark would be worse than its 

bite. Gallop pol#s hod shown that the Americans opinion(]) 

was not really on the Jewish si@¢(1) amd in any case the 

4 nd State Dapnrtments would prevent the “hite House 

ronlly detrimental to the Arabs, But 
titude was uncompromising he did 

ould be ready to extend the cease fire 

< jerusalem if they could r=ceive 

that it would be properly observed on 






i ct cr 














26 after wecsipt of your telegram later in the evening 
Brigudicr Clayton telephoned Aszam and informed nim of its 
contents. Azzam said that the Political Copyaittee had 
alrexdy dispersed. He had seen the United ‘ations Orcani- 
sation resolution in the press snd the committee had 
presumably been aware of itm before despersing. Brigadier 
Q 708 Bip beh, ve repeated the arguments used 
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Be £ doubs whether there is very much more to ba done 
through Azzam(1). We made no secret of having been 
ogainst +s tenes from the start fsiring that it would 
vork to tas % disnadvantoce. He claimed that his 
feers hed be entirely justified, Spenking on the 
renernl que sti a ae a settlement he said that he for hi 

sparad to accept a Jewish state unless - 

: oe 





o 


l 


~ 
















reed to do so by aafeat in the field 
ie twabs would bend 711 their energies 
1)r4t(2) took them years, He slieved 
sould survive a physical defeat though 
bt load to(1) disturbances bat not moral 
voluntary surrender. In fact he thought 
was Qll wronge One mist take the risks 
one is to survive. To be over cavtious 
) dangers ahead ean only leud to 
follow our examole of 19l;0. 


lie Winally he said that wiile he versonally appreciated 
the reasons wnich had led 2.M.G. to stop the supply of 
wis, the ordinary public did not. They could not 
und erstand how H.1.G. while in physical possession of srms 
ark having actually ra oat cash for them, could 
fuse to hand them over to their allies in their hour of 
neéde ‘It became still mors incomprehensible when it was 
romembered how the Arabs, wno themselves had no thing 
mainst the Germans and in fact(l) thanks to distance 
had traditionally friendly (gp.undec.)s towards them, 
had mewertheless rallicd to the British side in the 


great war, If HM. 






f % had received Arab help against 
their German enemies 7nd(1) exp2cted it against the 
Russians how could they refuse their own helpgto the Arabs 





against the Jews ? Azzam did not sugcest that these were 
hie own views but he said that they were very(1) strongly 
held by the man in the street. 


F.O. please psss Jerusalem ay Haifa, UKDEL N.Y. IMM, and 
Inehingson as my telse30, 2h, 67 Misc. and 59 respectively 


30 'F, , We <T eK 
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Fromt— H.lM,Minister, AMMAN, Tom. S,0F S. F.0. LONDON, 


Despatehed 39 /7/!.2 3 Received 10/7/98 (12.00) 


4 tf 


ef loth July, 1948. 





DIATE. 
ddressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe548 of 10th July. 


Repeated for information to B.NM.E.0. Noel55 


SECRET Aq) 
—* } 
PALESTINE. a ‘ 


Your telesram No.666 (of 9th July, 1948). 





1. You will have seen from my telesram Noe 546. that 
orders to the Arab Legion to assume a defensive role 
were issued before the despatch of your telesram under 
reference. . Glubb is making a tour of the Arab Legion 
detachments in Palestine today in order to mske (in his 
own words) arrangements for a phoney war to follow a 
phoney truce. 


In this connection the Mediator remarked to me 
yesterday that he had every hope that the termination of 
the truce in Jerusalem might result in lesser firing 
thore.s 






2e. You will al, have~seen from paragraph 1 of thy 
telegram lloe546 the latest reply of the other Arab 
States to Transjorian's plea that the Arab Legion had 
not the iaeans of carrying on the fight. 


(ASK/HLI/HA). 
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Fromi— Y1,li,iinister, AMMAN, Tom g,0F 3. #.0. LONDON. 





Despatched 10/7/18 (18.20) Received 10/7/48 (18.00) 


e i0th July, 1948. 


Mos? ° 
RAK GOESTEETS a Foreign Office telegram Noe553 of 10th July. 





Repeated to UKDEL New York Noe112 
Washington No. 71 
Baghdad No.e128 
Beirut Noe1l22 
Cairo Noe164 
Damascus No.e109 
Jeddah No. 97 
B.H.E.O. Noe 15); 
Jerusalem No.133 “ 

CONFIDENTIAL. | U) 

PALESTIIE. 


Your telegram to Cairo No.1181 (of 9th gnly, 19118). 


1. The Political Committee of Arab League is to meet in 
Aley on Monday the 12th or the next day in order to 
consider the Security Council's recent appeal for a 
prolongation of the truce. 


Both the King and the Prime Minister claim credit 
for this further move on the Arab side but I suspect that 
rival claims inay be heard from Baghdad and Beirut. 


2. Trans jordan will be represented by the Prine Minister 
and the Minister for Foreign A®fairs. The former hag 
vecovered his spirits to some extent and states that he 

is going to make a stronger stand in favour of a new truce 
than he did at Cairo. He is however clear that it will 
not he possible for Transjordan alone to act against the 
decision of the other Arab states should this be unfavour- 


xhilg able 


He pointed/.see2 


We Seve Alva oe & © __... saree 





He pointed out how useful“a strong reaction by the 
Security Council on the Mediator's report would be if it 
takes place while the Corimittee is discussing the issue. 
(See my telegram Noe57% (of Oth July, 1948) not to all ' 
posts). I feel that it would be useful if this could 
be secured. 


De He agreed with a suggestion of mine that if it was 
clear that the meeting was going against him he should 
submit a memorandum to the other delegates to the-effect 
that while Trans jordan was with the other Arab states to 
the end the supply position of the Arab Legion was such 
that uniess the other stites could replenish it with 
ammunition: it would be uneble to maintrain its positions 
after 2. specified date if attacked, 


Poreign Office please pass lost Imnediate to UKDEL 


New York and Important to Washington, Jeddah and Jerusalem 


as my telegrams Nosell2, 71, 97 and 155 respectively. 


(ASK/IPS/HA). 


We, 27078, 1749, 75m In 3 sores 10/47, 


/TR/E 
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Fromi— ¥7,1i,mbassador,0.129, Tom H.M.Minister, AMTIiN, 
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SECRET. 

LIGHU?. 

GIANT. 

Addressed to FO, telecran ? Oe (1)999 of July 8th. 
Repeatcd to Amman, Bar Jjad,Beirut t, Damascus, Jedda 
Jerusalem, “oifa, UNDE "ST, Mew York ana Yashinecton. 


! 
Your telegram No.1170. eas igs 





T have caused the messaze in the sevse desired to bo 
sent by GALLAD Rey to King PAROUK, 

Re Gallad Béy had not heard of the reports in question. 
i@ seemed to think th .t(2) the oxmjers to cease fire OMF (cpe 
untec.) of the Suyptian Goamnder (it the - ‘sports were 
true) pight be possible but doubted the nossibility at 
this lste our of the "3sponse t the sect ere Souncil 
awmpanl, He th weht that the rvesumntion of hostilities 
tomorrow inevitable. 









eas 





De Gallad Bey saide that in the meeting of the Political 
Comittee of the arab League NCKRASHT had held out(1) for 
the prolongation of the truce. (Other information Ihave 
received tenis to confirm that he was onnosed to the 
resumption of military operctions). The Transjorjian Prime 
Minister had also favourcd the prolon gation but hed been 
less firm becinse he felt thet Ring Abda ich had been 





out in delic iva 
by the Hac 
+ r 


sition imi pervhars even sender 3 
tator's Bucgestion for the Func tion of exaeuiins 
1 








A 
with Transjowlun, (1) The Iraci Prime Minister had been 
araiust the prolonzation. But those co swayod(1) the, 
meeting in fuvour of the resunption of hostilities were 
the Lebanese and Syrian reprasentatives. Nokrashi nad 





24 


thus been outvoted. 


ite I will send you at ones any reaction I may get to the 
MGBEUACC. 

Soe 
49 





- pass Jerusalem, Uaifa, UNDEL N.Y. and ‘Yashin:ton 
as Ty teleprans a6 ine and 97 respectively. 
Wr. £4976, DI@80. i4m in 2 sors £/@. 
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Fromi—¥.1!, anbiasador,BiGiD.D2°— Huuinister, ALUN, 
Despatched 10/71, (164.55) Received 10/7/1,8 









the 


No. 122 of loth July, 15) 


ACEP ssed te Porsien Office telegram oe of July 10th. 
fepeated for infor ation Cairo, B.MsB.0. 2) » Atnan, 
Beirut, Damiscus, Jedda, UKDE ou met Washington, 
Jerusalem and Haifa. 


Your telegram “oe 1L52 to sla 


The Acting Minister for Forsign Affairs informed. He 
showed me the teleyram from the Mediator urging agreement 
to the 10 days e-zt-nsion of the truce(1) sta ting at 
12 noon G.M.7. today. The Cabinet here can BE ly pass 
these ape (with some comounication (gp.eundec. ? herein 

the Ir: 49 Prime Minister. As the latter 
is(leaving es ) Aman for Beirut this morning I hava 
asked His liajesty's Minister Beirut te sneak to hin, 
So far as I can judge the members of the Cabinet here sre 
in favour of ceceaptunee but the decision rests with the 
Regent, vho is still at Amman, and the Prime Minister. 


fos 


Foreign Yffice please pass to UIDIL New York, 


Jashineton 2nd Naifa as my tolscrema Noselj3, 60 and 12 
C ectivel 


> ale 
Cut “® 


“PD 


(JTS/HA). 
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No. 67 of Oth July, 1945. 
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Pit osed (3) 6 P.O. (1) telegram Woe2h6 of — oth. 
Repeated for infornation to ~“aghdad, Beirnt, Mg8CUS, 
Aman, Jedia, Jerusslem, Yaifa 2» UKDEL New vor, 








I should have mentioned that AZZAM also said that 
the Aribs were always ready for fresh negotiations even 
ror 2 trace if the: yld be assured that it would be 
properly observed “= a condition which he obviously 


Lt 


thoneht impossible. 


Foreign Y*fice 
York (Imaediste 


6, o7 Mise. anc 


Hoifa UKDIL 
telegrams Nose 
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Despatched 10/7/19 (10.50) 








Received 10/7/))8 
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AGUPe SS ; 3 wm IWo.1012 of July 10th. 
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D: MASc 1S y Jada, 
Jerusalem, 3% 


fashineton. ’ 


iy telecram No. oor ind C98; 
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Bey %@ ais evoning with a vicw to 
MOINS 1 i vour of agree mant by 
to the prolonration of the truce 
) Ki I repeated all the 


or Foreign affairs and 
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ties én iggested in the imnedistely 
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i) sgnised the Bolicacy 


were not to be accused 

ed he hoped that H.M.G. 

public, wiile privately 
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FORGIGN OFFICT, 


LONDON, 
22nd June 1948 
684 0900 as 2306 ff! 
IMPORTAFT, 
COMPIDENTIA Ls 


Addressed to Fe%. tel ‘ioe 684 of 22n3 June. "“opeated 
for tnformation to PelebeDe No. 

Catro No. 215 

Faifa No, 4 

Jorusalem No. 13. 


Reirut Saving Noe Be 
Jemascus © Noe 376 
VEDEL New York Saving No. 6. 
s Ne 2 
Jedda Saying Te, ir? 
Mel eleDe telegram “No. 293 to you. 


I have reesivel sinilar protest fram Iraqi Covarmnent: 
which ¢ives further details. “nme of Polish ship 4s 
unknown, The shi ciupey ee Seman Fine wes nee 
*Atlania® and left Fort de Boue near “arseilles on the 
evening of the 11th June, after the coming into foree of 
the cease fire order which, the memorandum points ont, 
reguires 211 “overnnents to respect the conditions 
stipulated by the “edfater fin aecordence with the eens’ tr: 
Counell's decision. The ‘Atlanta’ 4s alleged to have 
carried 950 Jewish immigrants and 250 tons of arms, 
ineluting machine runs, hand erenades, 4,000 shellg 2n? 
12 tons of mortar guns. The 7 olish shty carried arccurot 
cars and other arms and war seterials. "“erorendmm as's 
that encuiries be made as to the action taken by the 
British authorities at Naifa with rogard to the unloaltne 
of the above carro ami immigrants, “inister for Pore'rr 
Affairs in haniing me the memorandum said that the matter 
had not been reported to the "ediator. 


Ps Please instruct me as to reply. 


FO please pose Saving to TKDSL New Yor as my to! 
Noe 6 and to latfa as mv tel Moe 4 


MACK. 
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E 8283/49/G 


Copy No. 54 


CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE AMIR FAISAL 


Situation in the Middle East 


Mr. Bevin to Mr. Trott (Jedda) 


(No. 91) Foreign Office, 
Sir, 23rd June, 1948. 

In my despatch No. 79 of 2nd June I 
informed your Excellency of my conversa- 
tion of 2nd June with His Royal Highness 
the Amir Faisal. After a series of 
informal talks with officials of the Foreign 
Office, the Amir called on me again on 18th 
June. I enclose herein a copy of the note 
to the Saudi Arabian Ambassador in 
London, in which, at the particular request 
of the Amir Faisal, I have recorded the 
conversation which took place. 

2. I am sending copies of this despatch 
and of its enclosure to His Majesty’s repre- 
sentatives at Amman, Bagdad, Beirut, 
Cairo, Damascus and Washington, as well 
as to the British Middle East Office in 
Cairo. 

I am, &. 
ERNEST BEVIN. 





Enclosure 


Mr. Bevin to Sheikh Hafiz Wahba 


Foreign Office, 
Your Excellency, 19th June, 1948. 

Subject to your Excellency’s consent and 
to any amendments which you may wish to 
suggest, I have the honour to propose that 
the following should be regarded as the 
agreed record of my conversation with 
His Royal Highness the Amir Faisal on 
18th June. 

2. As you will recall, having mentioned 
the informal talks which had already taken 
place between His Royal Highness and 
officials of the Foreign Office, I turned first 
to the subject of Palestine and expressed 
my agreement with His Royal Highness’s 
view that this problem had been greatly 
aggravated by the unhappy plight of 
Jewish displaced persons, and might have 
been solved, had it been possible to find some 
other refuge for these people. I then asked 
His Royal Highness which of the two 


10916-1048 35418-14 


following situations he regarded as more 
favourable to Arab interests :— 


(a) the establishment of a Jewish State, 
whose boundaries would be deter- 
mined by the United Nations and 
whose expansion would be pro- 
hibited by a guarantee endorsed by 
His Majesty's Government and 
possibly by the United States 
Government as well, if they were 
willing; or 

(b) the establishment of a unitary Pales- 
tinian State, where it would be 
impossible to restrain the efforts of 
the Jewish minority to seize control 
of the entire country. 


I emphasised that I had not yet come to 
any decision but that, while reflecting on 
this problem, it had occurred to me that 
a joint guarantee by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and the United States Government of 
the nature described above might possibiy 
help to appease the legitimate appre- 
hensions aroused among the Arab peoples 
by the idea of a Jewish State. 

3.. His Royal Highness replied that it 
was precisely the idea of a Jewish State 
which was most objectionable to the Arabs. 
The Arab Governments had not intended to 
send their force into Palestine, but had 
been unable to resist the demands of their 
own peoples. These peoples would revolt 
against any Government that accepted the 
principle of a Jewish State. Such a revolt 
would play into the hands of the Russian 
leaders, whose object was to bring about the 
overthrow of the existing Arab Govern- 
ments and to replace them by others more 
susceptible to Communist influence. He 
asked whether it would not be possible to 
reverse my proposal for a joint United 
States and British guarantee of the fron- 
tiers of the Jewish State, by giving a 
similar guarantee, which the Arab Govern- 
ments and peoples would fully endorse, of 
the rights of the Jewish minority in a 


unitary State of Palestine. I could not 
agree with this proposal, which seemed 
impracticable in view of the attitude 
adopted by the United Nations. His 
Majesty’s Government had so far con- 
sistently supported the Arab Governments, 
but it was essential to take a realistic 
attitude. The governing factor would now 
bé the proposals to be put forward by the 
Mediator appointed by the United Nations. 
After he had made his proposals the choice 
facing the Arabs would probably not be 
very palatable to them. It seemed likely 
to me that the Mediator might propose 
something similar to what I had suggested. 
I emphasised that I was not asking His 
Royal Highness to commit himself in any 
way, but that I would be grateful to hear 
his reactions to my suggestion. His Royal 
Highness expressed his personal anxiety to 
co-operate in any way he could in order to 
find a. solution to the problem of Palestine. 

4.1 then complimented His Royal 
Highness on the restraint shown by Saudi 
Arabia in refusing to exaggerate Arab 
victories and explained that one of my 
greatest difficulties at present was to pre- 
vent the lifting of the United States 
embargo on the export of arms. If this 
embargo were lifted and the Jews could 
obtain arms freely, the position would 
become very difficult. I feared that the 
military victories gained by the Arabs had 
been greatly exaggerated and emphasised 
the importance of taking a realistic view of 
the situation, while awaiting the Media- 
tor’s proposals and the new state of affairs 
these would bring. 

5. Having recalled that, in the course 
of the informal discussions previously 
referred to, agreement had been reached 
in principle on the importance of securing 
the defence of Saudi Arabia both by 
strengthening her own forces and by 
making detailed preparations for British 
assistance in case of need, I went on to say 
that, whatever might happen in Palestine, 
it was essential to look to the future. Close 
and detailed co-operation between His 
Majesty’s Government and the Arab States 
was essential in order to defend the 
Middle East. For this purpose Arab unity 
was equally important, and I expressed my 
pleasure at hearing of the forthcoming 
meeting between King Ibn Saud and King 
Abdullah of Transjordan. I hoped that 
all misunderstandings between the Arab 
countries would be speedily settled. Where 
defence was concerned, I had no desire to 
press for a formal treaty, provided that the 
Saudi Arabian Government and His 
Majesty’s Government could reach full 
understanding by other means. As soon 
as the tension in Palestine had eased, I 


hoped it would be possible for Dg 
Majesty's Government and the Sau 
Arabian Government to embark on more 
comprehensive and detailed discussions of 
their mutual defence problems. 

6. I then went on to speak of my efforts 
to improve relations between the United 
States Government and the Arab States 
and to modify the United States policy 
towards Palestine. The United States 
Ambassador in London had co-operated in 
these efforts and I thought that there had 
been a definite improvement in the last few 
weeks. I appreciated that the policy pur- 
sued by the United States Government on 
Palestine made it difficult for them to come 
to any understanding with the Arab 
Governments at present, but I hoped that, 
if this problem could once be settled, there 
could be a reconciliation between the Arabs 
and the Americans. His Royal Highness 
replied that the Arabs were very willing 
to co-operate with the United States, but. 
that the policy pursued by the United 
States Government prevented any such co- 
operation at present. Moreover, the longer 
this policy was continued, the more diffi- 
cult co-operation would become in the 
future. His Royal Highness then ex- 
plained that his father had particularly 
asked whether His Majesty’s Government 
had any message for the Arabs or any 
advice to give them, either about Palestine 
or on any other matter of interest to the 
Arab Governments. 

7. I replied that I was unable to suggest 
any solution to the problem of Palestine 
at present, since I was still waiting to see 
what proposals the Mediator would make. 
As soon as I knew what these were and had 
had time to consider them, I would inform 
the Arab Governments of my views and of 
any advice which I felt able to offer them. 
In the meantime, I would like to make two 
suggestions. In the first place it might 
happen that no agreement on Palestine 
would be reached before the present truce 
expired. In this case I earnestly hoped 
that the Arab Governments would not 
resume fighting, but would consent to an 
extension of the truce. I further hoped 
that King Ibn Saud and King Abdullah 
would do all in their power to clear up the 
present misunderstanding between them, so 
that His Majesty's Government, who 
desired to maintain the friendliest possible 
relations with both of them, might no longer 
be accused of favouring one at the expense 
of the other. 

8. The meeting then concluded with an 
exchange of compliments and good wishes. 
I have, &c. 

ERNEST BEVIN. 
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Adaressed to Cairo telegram No.1178 of July 9th. 
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: eg Hadfe end Damascus and Saving to Vashington, 
UKDEL New York oa dJerusnlom. An 1) 


/; 
My telegram No.(1)1030."™ d 





‘ 


The Mediator's approval(1) of the provisions for 
the truce agreement related to imiigration and that 
repatris ition to Palestine of previous residents could not 
be eumlec.) od 28 inmigrants. He regarded the 
matter as one for settlement between His Majesty's 
Government(1) and Jevish(T’) authorities and asked only 
to be ir formed of the date. 











Movement of tlie Party by air to SYRENAYCA und thence 
hiptlo Pale stine has now begun and public fiias(1) 
kenly bi given to ite(1) Movement cuctot be kept 


at bat no(h) | repe at no publicity should he given. 


If you or other of His Majes ty's Repre sentitives are 





auostioned aret action you can eiplain the ma atter 
13 cleared with t Mediator and that His lda jesty' Ss 

Gove wns nt had no arounds for further detention of these 

Jews aftscr the termination of the Palestine mandate. 


Cairo please pass 3.M.".0. 26 my telegram 75500r 
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FROM JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 
No. 2 . 
eth, July, 1948. 


Repeated to UKDEL New York No. 51. 
Cairo No. 9h. 
Haifa No, 28, 
Washington No. 18. 


Beirut No, 3. 
Damascus No. 3. 
Jedda No. 3. 
Bagdad No. 3. 
Amman No. 2, 

BMEO Cairo No. &. 






Kiss lew 





SAVING, 


SECRET, 


Addressed to Foreirn Office telegram No, 243 of July 8th. 


My telegram No, 242, (not sent to all recipients of this 
telegram. 


The abduction and holding by the IZL of five british subjects 
~roteeted by the flags of the Truce Commission underlines the 
precariousness of the hold of the 'legalt Jewish authorities here. 
The American Vice-Consul told Sheringham this morning that he 
thought that the effective strength of the IZL in Jerusalem was 
probably about two thousand and agreed that numbers of Hanagah 
front line troops could not be much more. He also agreed that it 
was by no means impossible that the IZL might attempt to obtain 
control of Jerusalem by a ‘coup d'état’ against the Jewish Agency 
end the Haganah - an attempt which might well succeed, 

Rie Neither the Jewish Agency nor the Haganah seem prepared to 
use force to combat the dissidents (e.¢. IZL and Stern group) here. 
It is frequently suggested that there is a delibcrate policy of 
disowning the dissidents publicly while using them to do any ‘'dirty"’ 
work that has to be done. This motive has ei etd played its 
part in the past but the explanation given by Jewish authorities 
that the dissidents are very hard to deal with and that a civil 
wer cannot be allowed to start in a town which is liable to be 
besiered at any time and where every available soldier is needed, 
certainly appears reasonable in present circumstances. The Haganah 
is profoundly mistrustful of the dissidents and has tried to 
remove them from all positions in the front line because they can- 
ot be trusted not to fo off on private operations without regard 
to the reneral military plan ( a failing which does not seem to be 
limited to the dissidents; Uershon Aronsky in a conversation with 
Sheringham has laid the blame for the failure to relieve the Old 
City through the Zion Gate on Palmach units who left the scene 
because their demand for support was not immediately met.) On the 
other hand a surprising number of "respectable" persons are now 
coming into the open as supporters of the dissidents. These would 
doubtless become political figures in the event of any ‘coup d'etat" 
3% Dissidents also constitute the main danger to the continuance 
of the ceaseefire or the demilitarisation of Jerusalem, neither of 
which is likely to be welcome to them, Indeed every observer staying 
at the King David Hotel not long ago found a neatly typed notice in 
English pinned to his pillow saving that the IZL did not want the 
cease-fire and that the observers had better go home, The problen 
ic one which can only be tackled by the ‘Government of Israel! 
and its representatives in Yerusalem. I suggest that every possible 
opnortunity be taken, in Jerusalen, Haifa, London and Lake Success, 
to emphazise to Jewish representatives the dangers of the situat- 
ion. 
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From:— 8.O0F S. F.0O. LONDON7o:—H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 










Despatched 11/7/48 (12.08) Received 11/7/48 (12.10) 
No. 663 of 9th July, 1948. 








SECRET. 


Follow received from Washington telegram No. 3332 
of July 8th - Begins. 


Repeated to(1) UKDEL New York, Jerusalem, Haifa, B.M.E.0., 
Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Amman and Jedda. 


The State Department informes us that the Commander 
of some of the United States Naval Units which are 
standing by to avacuate United States citizens from 
Palestine if necessary has reported that Count 
BERNADOTTE has told him that the truce will not repeat 
not be extended and that plans are being made to 
withdraw the observers. 

Foreign Office please pass Jerusalem, Cairo, 
B.M.E.Oc, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus and Amman as my 
telegrams 65, 34, 31, 14, 15, 11 and 17 respectively. 


SR a a a a ma 


(HLM/IL/HA). 


We. 44976. DI@BO. i4m in 2 sorts 4/8. 
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Fromi~ §.0F S. F.0. LONDON. 7°-~ 4H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 11/7/48 (13.25) Received 11/7/48 (20.00) 


No. 670 of 10th duly, 1948. 


SECRUT. 

Addressed to UKDEL New York telegram No.2970 of July 10th. 
Repeated for information Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut,Damascus, 
Amman, Jedda, Jerusalem, B.M.E.O. and Washington, 





GIANT. As) 
B.M.E.0. telegram No. 2h. \- 


You will have seen from paragraph 1 of the telegram 
under reference that AZZAM Pasha who is at present the 
most intransigeant of the Arab leaders on the general 
question of Palestine is nevertheless ready to accept a 
cease fire over the whole city of Jerusalem. 


2. When the Mediator appears(1) before the Security 
Council he will no doubt report on his efforts to secure 
a limited cease fire for Jerusalem in the event of a 
renewal of hostilities in the country as a whole. (Gp. 
undec.e ? you should) do your best to ensure that the 
Security Council do not lgose sight of this objective 
and that urgent action id taken for the preservation of 
the city if general hostilities cannot be avoided. 


(w/T) FILE NO.8/10U/48, _/TELEGRAM. 


Cypher ID/OTP 


= g 


From:— H.M.Minister, BEIRUT, To:—- H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 11/7/48 : (13.00) Received 11/7/48 (13-15) ° 


No. 101 of 10th July, 1948. 


SECRET, 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.508 of July 10th. 
Repeated for information to Baghdad, Damascus, Amman, 
Jerusalem, Haifa, Jedda, Cairo, B.M.E.Oc, UKDEL New York 
and Washington. U } 


/ f 
(uy ( 
Your telegram No.1181 +o CaireX’| 


Having spoken in the absence of anybody else with the 
Director General for Foreign Affairs on instructions in 
your telegram No.6(1)53to Amman I was fortunate today 
in being able to have a long talk to the Lebanese Prime 
Minister who, though fully concious (? of omitted) the 
gravity of the decision taken by the Arab League, was in 
very good(1) heart. He(1) quite realised that if Chapter 
7 of the charter were to be opened His Majesty's Govern- 
ment would be precluded from helping the Arabs materially 
and that there was no chance of the British Delegation 
applying the veto. Incidentally while I was with him 
the Syrian Prime Minister told him over the telephone 
that amongst other things he had just suggested to His 
Majesty's Minister there that it would help the Arabs if 
the British were to use the veto like the Russians or 
something to the effect. 





26 RIAD Bey deeply appreciated the further effort that 
you are making (to)(2) helg(1) the Arabs and said that he 
supposed it would take a few days before(1) the Security 
Council could reach a(1) decision and was hopeful that 
in the meantime the Arabs would be able to improve their 
position tactically in the field. He repeated that he 
(is - Sic) himself and most other(1) Arab Leaders had no 
longer any respect at all for United Nations Organisation 
nor for world pabiie opinion if it came to that;(1) the 
only thing that matters(1) to them was what(1) His 
Majesty's Government thought. But he took the point that 
if Sir A. CADOGAN was successfully getting his new 


resoOlution/.e.e2 
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resolution carried that would afford the Arabe a 

TRIBUNE from which their complaints about Jewish 
conduct and the Mediator's control of Syria could be heard 
throughout the world even though medium(]) of the press 
was later on denied them(TW) through Jewish influence. 
He is meeting the Syrian Prime Minister and(1) the Iraqi 
Prime Mixiasen(s) (whom I hope to see as soon as he 

(? gpeomitted) Tater today to review the situation. 

I eft him with the impression that he will probably 
respond favourably to your weer as soon as he is 
—_——" about the tactic disposition of the Arab 
TOOPB. 


3. He told me about an (gp. undec.) which had taken 
place(1) last night in the neighbourhood of(JISR)(2) 
MAJAMI when the Jews with the help of eight hitherto 
undisclosed pieces of artillery and new equipment had 
attacked and disledged the Syrians on their(1) advance 
position. They had been repulsed however by a 
successful counter attack(1) in the course of which one 
of the two hitherto unseen Jewish aeroplanes had been 
brought down by a Syrian fighter(1). 


(W/T) 


Z 
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From:— H.M, Ambassador,CAIRO. 7°:—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 





Despatched 11/7/48 (17.00) Received 11/7/48 (20.00) 


No. 183 of llth July, 1948. 

SECRET, a 
GHT. l 

GIANT. a 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.1022 of July 11th. 


Repeated to Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Haifa, 
Jedda, Jerusalem, UKDEL New York. 


Your telegram Now1181: (1) Palestine. 


I have been wrestling with the Prime Minister for 
over two hours but failed to get him(1) down he insisted 
(gpeundec.) duty of the Arab States to save the “alestine 
Arabs from the Jews who had committed atrocities against 
them driven them from their homes and had now been 
usi them for forced labour. The operations of the 
Arab(1) armies (was —- Sic) designed for this purpose and 
before the truce had largely subdued the area in which this 
sort of thing was happening. The task must be completed 
and no, way(1) other than these operations offered. The 
truce aa the activities of the Mediator had(1) failed 
to help(1) the situation of the Palestine Arabs whose 
Plight seemed to have been overlooked, 


2. I urged that by agreeing to the short extension of the 
truce he should ensure that the Arabs should have the 
opportunity of saying their say on its operations and(1), 
of proposing the modifications they considered essential 
if they were to agree to its prolongation and of ventila- 
ting the various(1) points he had made. the danger (gp. 
undec.) certainly was that by refusing the extension of 
the truce while the Jews accepted it the Arabs would 
lgose this opportunity because the Security Council would 
pronounce them the aggressors. Their complaints would 
then be relegated to the past and the Security Council's 
attention would be focused on Arab aggression and the 
consequential action to be taken, 


WVeee2 
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3e NOKRASHI though to some extent impressed returned 
to the position stated in paragraph 1 above, saying 
that he would have me under no illusion that extension 
of the truce could be agreed. 


4. Your telegram Noe1190. I spoke on similar lines 
incidentally in (gpeundec. ? arguing) as in paragraph 2 
above and the Prime Minister said that the Arab 

representatives at Lake Success had been supplied with 
the information, But I will rub it in again tomorrow. 


[4-Sic.] Further report follows. 
, _ Foreign °rfice pass Haifa, Jerusalem, UKDEL New 


York and Washington as my telegrams 68, 99, 109 and 106 
respectively, 


(HLM/PW/HA). 


We. £4976. Di68C. i4m in 2 sorts 4/48. 
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From :— HeM. Ambassador,CATRO. 7°— H.u.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 12/8/48 (09.07) Received 12/7/48 (09.10) 





No. 186 of 10th July, 1948. 
FURORTANT. 
GIANT. (2) Qe 





b 

| Noe1025 of July 1lth 
ut, Damascus, Jedda, 

w York. 







Addressed to Foreign Office te 
Repeated to Amman, Baghdad 
Jerusalem, Haifa and UKDEL 

My telegram No.1022(1). 

It might be (1) well if Sir A. Cadogan could 
Go what he could to(1) keep the Arab representatives 
to(1) preparing a suitable statement. 

Foreign °ffice please pass Jerusalem, Haifa, 


UKDEL New York as Nos.e192, 71 and 112. 


i — 


(HLM/PW/HA). 
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From :— H.M.Ambassador,BAGHDAD’o:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 12/7/4Bn (12.30) Received 12/7/48 (12.40) 
No. 124 of 10th July, 1948. 








RTANT. 
aor to Foreign ffice(1) telegram No.764 of July 10th 
Repeated for information B.M.E.O., Amman, Cairo,Damascus, 
Beirut, Jedda, Jerusalem, Haifa and UKDEL New Yorke 

The Middle East Attaché understands from the Iraqi 
Minister of Defence that the Iraqi Army is attacking 
PETA TIQVAe 
2. One further brigade of rifles will shortly be 
leaving(1) Iraq for Palestine. Composition three 
infantry battalion one artillery regiment(1) and 
auxillary units. Date(1) of departure as yet(1) 
unknown. 

Foreign Office please pass Haifa, UKDEL New York 


and Washington as my telegrams 14, 44 and 61. 


(JFS/IL/HA). 
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From:— H.M. Ambassador,CAIRO, Jo:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 12/7/48 (11.10) Received 12/ 7/48 (11.15) 





No. 188 of llth July, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram 1028 of July 11th. 

Repeated for information Amman, Baghdad, Beirut,Damadcus, 

Haifa, Jerusalem, Jedda, UKDEL New York and Washington, 
f\ 

CONFIDENTIAL. 7 

Dicht. 


. ee telegram No.102) “paragraph 2.(}) 


NOKRASHI (no doubt other Arabs) argued that it 
should not follow that because the Jews will not consent 
to be a minority in another state(1) there must be a 
Jewish State.(1) Nor does he see why the Arab states 
who have state on their side — and from the very 
beginning - that they cannot agree to partition on the 
establishment of a Jewish state, should be called the 

- aggressors by the Security Council anymore than the Jews 
when they take action to support their(1) point of view. 
The Security Council and the Mediator moreover did not 
in the end endorse the assembly resolution of November 
29th. Further 38 it any more aggressive for the Arab 
forces to enter “alestine than for Jewish bands to do so 
especially when these consist so largely of Poles 
Hungarians etc. (i.e. Foreigners to Palestine) recently 
(arrived )(2). 


Foreign Office please pass to “eifa, Jerusalem 
UKDEL New York and Washington as my telegrams 73, 104, 
115 and 109 respectively. 


(JFS/IL/HA). 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF S. F.O. LONDON. 


Despatched 12/7/48 (12.10) Received 12/7/48 (11.15) 
No. 555 of 12th July, 1948. 


vy wee 4 Aes 
ign Office telegram No.555 of 12th July. 
Repeated ter information to B.M.E.0. Noe155 


SECRET, d 
PALESTINE. - <2) 


My telegram No. 548 ie, 10th July, 1948). 


1. Glubb has returned from a tour of the Arab Legion 
positions in Palestine ani reports that if the present 
Jewish pressure continues the position of the Arab Legion 
Will become critical in a few days owi to the exhaustion 
of supplies of artillery and mortar shells. 








You will doubtless have seen from the news that the 
Jewish forces have taken Ramleh and Lydda. They now 
appear to be preparing attacks in force on the Arab Legion 
positions around Latrun, 


2. The fact.that the Arab Legion was short of ammunition 
was kept secret for a while but it is now common knowledge 
in Transjordan and will probably have reached the Jewish 
authorities. This would explain the present offensive 

on the Arab Legion front. 


Be Glubb reported the position to the Transjordan Govern= 

ment and expressed the opinion that the Arab Legion should 

begin to fall back while it still had enough ammunition to 

extricate its units intact. He has however been given a 

i by the Transjordan Government to hold on at 
COBtS. 


Glubb came to see me last night and said that he was 
faced with the alternatives of carrying out an order which 
might well lead to the distruction of the force under his 
command or of resigning. 
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I explained the position about the Mediator and the 
Security Council and asked him to carry on for a few days 
in the hope that the Council would react. 


4. The Prime Minister ani Minister for Foreign Affairs 
came to see me the same evening. They insisted that I 
should convey to you a last minute plea for supplies. 

They pointed out that the Arab yo, ae had nowhere departed 
from the policy which the Prime Minister had described to 
you in London and that its activities had been limited to 
the Arab areas of Palestine only including those of : 
Jerusalem. They had no desire to continue the fight bu 
could not act indepeniently of the rest of the Arab League 
except to the extent of ordering the Arab Legion to stay 
on the defensive if more ammunition was forthcoming: 


They felt it inconceivable that you would allow the 
Arab Legion to be destroyed and so endanger the existence 
of the Arab States most closely bound to Great Britain, 


The Prime Minister pointed out that many of the Arab 
States would rejoice in the downfall of Transjordan and 
would point with glee to result of Transjordan's indepen- 
dent line over co-operation with Great Britain. 


They were both labouring under strong emotion and 
spoke at considerable length. They were in such a state 
of nerves that I did not attempt to argue but merely 
promised to pass on their message. 


5e I am not an alarmist by nature but the probable resul- 
ts on our position in Transjordan and in the Middle East 
generally of a collapse of the Arab Legion as a result of 
our withholding supplies are such as to cause me the most 
acute anxiety. 


cece) SEE TR 
‘s IFs/ y reactionse 
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From:— H.M.Ambassador,CAIRO.7o:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 








Despatched 11/7/48 (15.50) Received 11/7/48 (20.00) 


No. 184. of 41th July, 1948. 


SECRET, 
GHT. 


GTANT. 
Addressed to(1) F.0. tele No.(1)1023 of July(1)11th. 
Repeated to GF Baghdad, mB roe(2 Damascus, At ot 
Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDEL New ial Washington. 

| 


Your telegram No.(1) 1170. ue 
The Prime Minister thanks youe He said that the 


representative had full information and mamé said that he 
would see to it that he was briefed as you suggest. 





2. I asked His Excellency whether todays’ press reports 
of the Political Committee was to meet on the suggestion 
of Transjordan and Irag to discuss the Mediator's propo- 
als about the demilitarisation of Jerusalem were true. 
was cagey saying that the situation was rather 

confused, it being difficult to catch up with the. remarks 
the Mediator made at various places "with one foot in the 
aeroplane" he added that the matter was more(1) in the 
province. of Transjordan than of Egypt since the troops in 
Jerusalem were a st entirely Trans jordanian. But 
assurances had been given that subject to action of the 
Jews the Arabs would not use the old city as a base for 
any kind of military operations. 


36 It looks as if the Prime Minister may have acceded to 
Trans jordan or Syrian initiative for the meeting of the 
committee but wanted to give the impression that he was not 
himself in any way a prime mover in the matter, perhaps in 
order that he could meet any allegation of agreeing to 
British pressure, 
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From:— 8.OF Ss FeO. LONDON. 70:—H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 11/7/48 (12035) Received 11/7/48 (12645) 
No. 669 of 10th July, 1948. 





SECRET, 

Addressed to Cairo telegram No.1190 of July 10th. 
Repeated for information UKDEL New York, Amman, Beirut, 
Baghdad, Damascus, Jedda and Jerusalem . 


) 
Your telegram Nos1001___——4 ole 


I agree that it is most important that the operation 
of the truce should be thoroughly examined by the Security 
Council. The Mediator's presence in New York will give an 
opportunity for this to be dons. There can be no doubt 
that the Jews will assemble every possible accusation 
against the Arabs and will do their best to create the 
impression that they themselves are entirely innocent. 

Sir A. CADOGAN (who should regard this as an instruction) 
will do xuat their best to(1) ensure that the Arab 
evidence concerning breaches of the truce by the Jews 

is given a fome fair hearing but his efforts will be 
useless tem unless the Arabs,prepared to make an effective 
presentation of their case. You shod therefore emphasise 
to the Egyptian Government the value in its effect on the 
attitude of the Security Council, of a moderate but well 
documentdstatement of the Arab contention and should urge 
them to brief their representative accordingly. 


(JFS/IL/HA). 
— ae 


Wr. 44976. Di880. idm in 2 sorts 4/68 








FILE NO.S/10U)/48.  /TELEGRAM. 
Cypher M/OTP . Q& e-¥. 


From!— H.M.Ambassador,JEDDA, To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 10/7/48 (18.30) Received 11/7/48 (20.00) 
No. 4g of 10th July, 1948. 


Addressed to Foreign “ffice telegram Noe2(1)55 of July 10t 
Repeated for information(1) Amman, Ba > Beirut, 


Cairo, Damascus and B.M.E.0.(1) 
CONFIDENTIAL. on 
Your ti 


egram Noe648~to Ammane \ 
The prolongation of the Palestine Teuce. 


The King has just sent the following reply to 
the message which I caused to be sent to him on the 
receipt of your telegrams Nose641 and 642 = Begins. 


I have communicated your message (7? to omitted) 
the Arab Governments and have expressed the hope that 
they will take the advice of the British whom I know to 
be always well-(1)disposed to(1) the Arabs. But I 
must add that the Arabs do not want war: it is only 
because the Jews behave with SAVAGERY that the Arabs 
are obliged to(1) resist them.(1) We had hoped that 
Count BERNADOTTE would produce a plan which would © 
protect our honour and preserve us from oppression: 
ee (2) proposals are worse than what the Jews wanted 

8 e 


Cairo pass Memin 112, 





(HM/PI/HA). 7.» 
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From:— H.M.Ambassador,CAIRO. To:—- H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 12/7/48 (17.10) Received 12/7/48 (17.10) 
No. 189 of 12th July, 1948. 
MOST IMMEDIATE. 
NT 


ssed to Amman telegram No.189(1)of July 12th. 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office, Beirut, 

Baghdad, Damascus, Jedda, Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDEL New 

York and Washington, 


My telegram No.1027(1) to Foreign “ffice. 


GALLAD Bey informs the Oriental Counsellor that 
AZZAM Pasha is flying to Amman this afternoon to try to 
discover what King Abdullah's real motives are in 
summoning the Political Committee and to endeavour to 
persuade him to withdraw the demand, The same 
informant states(]) that the Committee is due to meet 
at ALEY on July 14th(1). 


2. According to this morning's AHRAM Azzam Basha 

has sent(1) a note to the Arab states informing them that 
a was no necessity for the meeting of the Political 
Committee. 
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Fromi— H.M.Ambassador, CAIRG.O:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 12/7/48 (10.50) Received 12/7/48 (10.50) 


No. 185 of llth July, 1948. 
SECRET. 


GIANT. 
GHT. 
Addressed to Foreign Office teXegram No.1024 of July 11th. 


Repeated to Amman, Baghdad, irut, Damascus, Jedda, 
Jerusalem, Haifa and UKDEL Mew York. 



















My telegram No.1022: Palestine. 

The Prime Minister was far more ready than usual 
to carry on a reasoned discussion. But I could not get 
him over the final HURDLE vi; that in order to ensure 4 
ventilation of the Arab complaints over the truce and of 
their more general views arising out of the present 
situation they should agree to the extension of the truce 
and so avoid the imminent probability of being condemned 
as aggressors, After which the Security(1) Council would 
concentrate on consequential facwanee.} and ignore the 
otherwise relevant considerations arising out of the 
past. 


2. His Excellency agreed(1) that 


(a) the Palestine Arabs seemed now to have been 
forgotten 


(b) it was to rescue them from Zionist(1) atrocities 
dating from before the end of the ndate that 
the Arab armies(1) had undertaken their opera- 
tions for the restoration of law and -order 


(c) handing over of the Mandate had resulted in the 
Jews producing anarchy and chaos in which the 
Arabs were(]) at the mercy of the Zionist 
Terrorists. ~ 


(d)/ooe2 
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(a4) The Arabs had gone in to fell the VACUUM and 
it could not be denied that they had restored 
order and brought protection to the indigenous 
Arabs over a large area. 


(e) While the Mandatory Power had been able 
ineffectively to enforce the law against 
the possession of arms etc. on the Arabs, the 
Jews had found the means of securing and 
concealing modern arms and of building "all the 
PILBOXES" from which they "BOUNCED out" on the 
Arabs to massacre and ENSLAVE them. 


(f) It was the sacred duty of the Arab States to 
‘continue to (gpeundec. ? protecti}"of these 
Places and (maintain) (2) ones and security 


(g) The truce was not an end (mategps.) but intended 
to face the solution of the Palestins problem 


(h) But the Mediator's first(1) suggestion had been 
impossible for the Arabs and now in reply to 
their counterproposals had stated his 
definite conclusion that/Zionists would never 
agree to form a minority’ and that there must 
therefore be a Jewish State. The Arabs could 
not agree. The Jewish State would be a 
SPEAR head of chaos and anarchy, of ruin to 
the Arabs and of communism. What then was the 
object of further truce ? 


(1) Thus from this point of view also the military 
plan(1) must continue since the(1), only hope 
of an agreed solution was that a mori ty of 
moderate Jews would eventually reath the 
conclusion that a hundred percent achievement of 


the Zionist/...3 
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the Zionist aims was not worth the continuation 
of warfare. The Jews had said that the Arabs 
were weak willed and would not struggle: there- 
fore the operations must continue in order to 
convince them. 


(Jj) with so little prospect of the solution by other 
means, the truce on the past showing could only 
be highly dangerous to the Arabs. SHERTOCK had 
openly stated never had so many Jewish immigrants 
entered into Palestine as during the truce = the 
Prime Minister thought that he had given the 
figure of 16.000 (the Acting Consul General 
Jerusalem(1) reports that the voice of ISRAEL has 
reported two public statements by BEN GURION on 
June 30th and July 8th claiming improvement in 
the Jewish strength during the truce, in the 
second of which he said that ISRAELITE troops 
would enter the Battle better equipped and 
a than(1) at the beginning of the cease 
fire). 


Be I argued repeatedly that the Arabs must agree to the 
extension of the truce specially since the Jews had agreed. 
Otherwise they would be pronounced the aggressors with 

all the consequences and have no opportunity to state their 
complainta on the operation of the truce, propose the 
safeguards essential for any prolongation etc. (2 gps 
undec,) whence the Security Council condemned their 
obsession there was little if anything His Majesty's 
Government could do to help them. (I repeated this when 
acting on your telegram 190 this morning but without 
visible success.) Though he seemed on (2 gps. undec.) 

he reiterated(1) the point about the sacred duty to 
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Palestine Arabs saying(1) that if the Security Council 
acted against them they would have to face it, better 
death than dishonour, risks must be taken, same 
applies to risk of(1) defeat at the hands of the Jews(1) 
of which the Arabs were fully aware,, Further points he 
made were that the Russian lines (1)rolongation of the 
truce would probably be that since the truce had clearly 
worked badly and the prolongation was desirable, Russian 
help in the observers.etc meg’ be(1) accepted.(1) What 
would (gpeundec.) do and Wére’on this he believed too 
that the Americans opinion was beginning to evolve 
favourably which might show itself after the elections. I 
begged(1) him not to bank on this sort of calculation. THe 
immediate moment was the important one. 


4. In the event of(TW) the inability of His Majesty's 
Government to help if the Security Council declared the 
Arabs the aggressors the Prime Minister said that he(1) 
thought that they could Sanaa aera that the Arab 
action was not aggression ( circumstances 
enumerated in paragraph 2,aboye). (The Arabs)(2) could do 
(gpeundec.) He announces together about five delegates 
on the Security Council could rally to this line. In this 
case wold opinion could not be considered to (be mut.gp.) 
(mutegp.e) the Arabs. : 


5e At one moment NOKRASHI(1) Pasha seemed (gp.undec. ) 
reject, the idea of visiting Successe 


Foreign ffice please pass Jerusalem, Haifa and 
UKDEL New York as my telegrams 101, 70 and 111 respectively. 


ff 
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Despatehed 10/7/18 (17,21) Received 10/7/18 (12,00) 


No. 550 # loth July, 1948, 





Your telegran No.648 not received. 
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From'— §,0F S. F.0. LONDON.7°*— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 13/7/48 (11.06) Received 13/7/48 (11.15) 
No. 648 of 6th July, 1948. 


ORTANT. 
r CRET. \ 
ssed to Amman telegram No.648 of July 6th. 
Repeated to Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo, (please pass to ~ 


B.M.E.0.), Damascus, Jedda, Jerusalem, Haifa, delegation 
New York and Washington. f 


You will have seen from my telegrams Nos.641 and 
2 me I am in general agreement with B.M.E.0. 
telegram No.228 In case there are any points which are 
not clear to you the following may be of assistance. 


2e We fully appreciate the dislike of the Arab Govern- 
ments of the alternatives before them. But they and we 
also have to deal with the intention as it is and not as 

it might have been, It must be recognised frankly that 

the solution which the Arab Governments would regard as 
completejy just or fair is unobtainable. Nevertheless 

we have already been instrumental critisising(1) a 

number of unfair decisions and might still be able to assia 
in holding the balance more evenly than it would be held 
otherwise. If the Arab Governments act now with 

restraint and statesmanship they may still be able to 
obtain a less infavourable solution than at one time seemed 
inevitable, 








3. The first essential is that the truce and the Cease 
fire should be extended. 


4k. We must make it absolutely clear that if fighting is 
resumed on the responsibility of the Arab Govermments the 
Security Council will undoubtedly forbid them and it will 
be impossible for H.M.G. who are bound by their obliga- 
tions to the United Nations to resume deliveries of arms 
to the Arabs, 
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5. As you will have seen froin my telegrams under ref. 

(1) we consider that a Jewish state is already a fact and k 
has come to stay in some form, But the proposal of the 
Mediator offer an opportunity for a solution on lines much 
more favourable to Arab(1) Governments than before. They 
open the way for a smaller Jewish state without NEGEB, and 
with favourable(1) proposals regarding Jerusalem and “aifae 
If the Arabs were to(1) receive added safe guarantees 
against the expension of the frontiers of this Jewish 
state they would be in a better position than under any 
alternative which now seems at all possible, 


6. We therefore consider it is in the interests of the 
Arab Governments acquiesce in the Mediator's proposals 

as a basis for discussion more especially as they are open 
to modification. If he does not himself modify them on 
the linss proposed by CLAYTON the Arab Governments could 
Suggest these modifications themselves. 


8.(1)If the Arab Goverrment disregard- these considerations 
and(1) make themselves responsible for the resumption im 
x 


of hostilities all indications are that victory in the 
field is impossible for them. Indeed the possibility 
of serious reversals must be taken(1) into(1) accounte 


8 We are convinced(1) therefore that the Arab 
Govermnents ought to agree to an extension of the truce 
and Cea@e fire ami to gecept the Mediator's proposals 
including those about “erusalem as a basis for discussione 


De You authorised to develop any or all of these points 
with the Arab Governments or leaders. 


/IL/HA). 
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From:— H.M.Minister, BEIRUT. 7o:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 11/7/48 (16.20) Received 13/7/48 (20.00) 


No. 103 Ff oth July, 1948. 
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SECRET, 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.510 of July 10th. 
Repeated for information to Damascus, Baghdad, Amman, 
Jerusalem, Haifa, Jedda, Cairo, B.M.E.O., UKDEL New York 
ard Washington, 


Baghdad telegram No.120 to me and your telegram No. 
(1181 to Cairo. 


I saw the Iraqi Prime Minister in his mountain hotel 
this afternoon and delivered your message (as he is very 
deaf I only hope we were not (gp. undec. ? overheard) 
through their glass doors). He said "In our hearts we 
all want p@@ce" and went on to give(1) his opinion that 
none of this need have happened had the Mediator not 
been so hasty in putting forward his proposals before he 
was thoroughly conversant with the subject. If on the 
other hand he had contendééd himself with asking for an 
extension of (1) the truce to give him more time to clear 
his mind the Arabs(TW) would probably have had no 
difficulty in agreeing. When he met the negotiating(1) 
body(1) at Cairo the Mediator (whose acquaintance His 
Excellency has made)(1) had said that a Jewish state was 
fundamental and that he could consider nothing that did 
not allow that. (gp. eat Count BERNADOTTE had sought 
refuge in Rhodea/the Jewish(1) Arab negotiators had 
waited on at Cai for another three days in the hope of 
hearing from him 


2e The Iragi Prime Minister saw in the projected 
resolution a useful and far easier bridge than the present 
cease fire resolution for the leaders to save their 
faces(1) before their publics and undertook. to do his 
best with his Lebanese and Syrian colleagues whom he is 
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meeting this evening. He said he would give me the gist 
of what passed. 


3. His Excellency said that both K Abdullah and 
the Regent were reluctant to continue fighting. He 
asked me if I could tell him what the attitude of His 
Majesty's Government would be in the matter of supplying 
arms to their allies. I did so making(1) it clear that 
so long as the Arab Governments were umer a call from 
the United Nations Organisation to cease hostilities 
they could not expect His Majesty's Government to do 
anything at all on the subject (gp.undec.) them to 
continue fighting. He said(1) he was still hoping to 
arrange for a meeting of the Political Committee(1) to 
be held here but that. he feared that it would be 
difficult to overcome the reluctance to travel of the 
Egyptians and the Secretary General of the Arab League. 


4e I met the Iraqi Minister of Defence and I think 
one or two deputies who are here (gp. undec. € too). 


jd 
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From:—Memin, CAIRO. To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 13/7/48 (11.50) Received 13/7/48 (12.00) 


No. 71 of 12th July, 1948. 


IMMEDTATE. 
SECRET, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 25h. 

Repeated for information Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, 
Baghdad, Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDEL New York and Washington. 





Your telegram Noe1190: Palestine. 


I venture to suggest that one of the most important 
aspects of the Arab statement on the Jewish infractions 
of the Truce may be that if the Arabs can substantiate 
their case, they may be able to claim that it is the 
Jews rather than they themselves against whom action 
should be taken under Chapter 7 of the Charter. As you 
clearly pointed out in paragraph 1 of (6) of your telegram 
Noe853 to Yairo, the United Nations resolution of March 
29th specifically provided for action(1) under Chapter 7 
against any party violating the truce. This was one of the 
arguments used to persuade the Arabs to accept the truce 
in the first instance and they were assured that if the 
Arabs carried out the truce and the Jews did not, the 
Arabs would have the whole weight of international feeling 
and pressure on their side. I would not suggest that the 
Arabs have been guilty less in their observation a of 
the truce but from such information as has reached me 
here, they have been far less guilty than the Jews(1). 

At any rate they have not(1) to my knowledge CYNICALLY 
broadcast their infractions to the world. 


Foreign CPPice please pass Jerusalem, Haifa, UKDEL 


New York and Washington as my telegrams 36, 30, 73 and 
64 respectively. 


S kenteenentanientiaietetectont 


( /HA). 
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Despatched 13/7/48 (12.02) Received 13/7/48 (12.20) 
No. 190 of 12th July, 1948. 








a 
a (1) - 
Addressed to Foreign °ffice telegram Noe132 of July 12th. 
Damascus, Jodda, Jerussiem, URDEL’ New York, Weenington 
and Haifa. 
According to GALLAD BEY the Arabs have decided on 
(1) Unity of Command under Iraqi(1) General 
(2) The pooling of military resources (under which 
these would be loan of (gpeundec. ? aircraft)s 
by Iraq who lacked the pilots to Egypt who had 
them). 
Foreign “ffice Please pass to Jerusalem, UKDEL New 
York, Washington and Haifa as my telegrams 106, 118, 


111 and 75 respectively. - 


(JFS/IL/HA). 
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Fromi— 8. OF S. F.0. LONDON.7°:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


Despatched 12/7/48 (17616) Received 12/7/48 (17217) 
No. 672 of llth July, 1948. 





Following received from Haifa telegram No.l of July 9th. 
Repeated Amman, Begins. R 

For the Senior Officer fhA.F.(1) Station. 

Colonel Clark United States ¥.A.F. of the United 
Nations has handed me one copy of Palestine Air Field 
and one copy of the Syrian and LEBANON Air Field list 
and a sealed envelope containing the report on the 
areas of landing of AUSTER which I will send by the 
first opportunity. 

Foreign CPeice please pass to Amman as my telegram 
No.18. 


a 
(PW/HA). 


- 


(16! 


TELEG. ADDRESS: BRITISH LEGATION, 
PRODROME AMMAN, AMMAN, 
13th July, 1948. 


Reference to previous correspondence 


RED, No. (8/1014/48). 
. (I a, fh 
Officer Pa A 
AMMAN /¢@ Ye 
a ‘ 


His Majesty's Minister presents his co 
and has the honour to enclose, for information 
the documents noted below 7= 








Ay | oat 
Subject | OYpate yO 


Y 


ge 
Copy of telegram No.672 dated llth July, 195, from 
State for Foreign Affairs, Lonion, to His Majesty 


(pr 


En Clair [By Confidential Bag)” 


Confidential Q. 


FRO». FORGIGN OFFIC ‘v0 ie 
HIS NAJEST"'S R&PRESENTAPIVES AT 








‘ADDIS ABABA HaVaNa RIO Dui JuNsIRO 
AiMsLAN NELSINGFORS ROWE 
ANGORA HOLY Suz : S.uLGON 
ASUNCION IST..NBUL SaLONIC,, 
ATHENS JEDD. Sali JOSE 
BAGDAD KaBUL SaN B.LV..DOR 
BANGKOK KHaRTOU SaNTL.GO 
BaTaVIA La PaZ Su0UL 
BuIRUT Lis SHaNiGial (ii BaSSY) 
BELGRADE LISBON SINGsPORE 
BSRLIN : wax DRID (COMMISSIONER GENER..L) 
BERNZ MaN.:GUa SOFI 
BOGOTA Mal D Les STOCKUOLu 
B, wt. 3,0. (CAIRO) MEXTCO TalGIuR 
BRUSSELS mONTE VIDEO THGUCTG..LP ui 
BUCHAREST ( wOSCOV TEHRaN 
BUDsaPsST NaNKING TOKYO 
BUENOS sIRES Ni? YORK. TRIESTE 
CIRO (U;K, DEL, ) * VIENNA 
CusR4CaS OSLO WaRSaW 
CIUDsD TRUJILLO Pas Nasinas WaSSINCTON 
COPENHAGEN PakIS 
DatinSCUS POR? «aU PRINC 
-GENEVa PRAGUE : 

(U.K, Del. ) QUITO - ao 

GU. THis La RaNGOON MONA LEGATS 
THE H.,GUE REYKJ..VIK L® 6 

(Q “he 
{ ( ma owe) 64AERS ; 
\ 
No, 253 Intel om WL, f 
24th June, 1948, NVR - 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Palestine 


In a statement issued in Tel .viv last week the Jewish 
authorities represented the interruption of the flow of 
oil through the pipeline from nosul to the Haifa refineries 
as a British sanction against Israel and a blow to the 
European Recovery Programme, If required to coment upon 
this complaint you should draw attention to the following fadts; 


1). The closing of the oil refinery in Haifa on 12th 
epril, 1948 was caused by absenteeisa following outbreaks 
of violence between the Jewish and the arab workers, These 


/outbreaks began 


Foreign Office telegram No, 253 Intel 


a 


outbreaks began when members of the Irgun Zvai Leumi threw 
bombs into a queve of «rab workers waiting for a bus ovtside 
the refinery, 


The Jews now sfate that they could provide sufficient 
labour to operate the refinery without arab participation, 
It is to be noted, however, that in present circumstances 
the provision of a labour force would not of itself 
guarantee the re-opening of the refinery, since +t would 
be within the power of the Iraqi Government to stop the 
flow of crude oil through the pipeline from Kirkuk, 


at present the crude oil which is still flowing to 
Haifa is shuttled by tanker to Tripoli where storage space 
exists, and carried from there to refineries outside the 
Middle ast. These shipments do not increase the supplies 
available to the arab countries from Tripoli, The small 

efinery there was already working to capacity on oil 

received by pipeline from Irag, and consequently cannot 
make use of any of the crude oil passing through Tripoli 
from Haifa on its way to other countries. 


No refined oil is being removed from the storage tanks 
at Haifa for export, at the request of the Jews, shipment 
of such oil ceased on the 3rd tay; when stocks amounted to 
two months supply for the whole of Palestine at ‘the normal 
rate of consumption, 


2). It should be made clear that neither the Iraq 
Pet: leum Company nor the Haifa Refinery is controlled by 
Hi dohiewks & Goverment. For your own information, it: 
appears to be true that arrangements are being made to > 
deliver motor spirit, produced by topping at Kirkuk, through 
the pipeline to Transjordan. This motor spirit is required 
by the Company for its own use in connexion with the 
construction of the new 16 inch pipeline, No doubt the 
Transjordan Government will press the Company to inake some 
of this petrol available for their own use, 


FFFF 


? 


4 


No. /35° 


26th June, 4£. 


GF. 





PRODRO} & 
LONDON, 
Your tel 0.167. Please repeat to aghdad at my 
. “4 
tel io, 5 BBO Mo. 7 ( ob/th 
Jerusaler Now /S5 i 
Repeated :nving to Beirut No. 
Damascus No. 2 Amman No, 











\e 
a ih 


Jeddah No. 


/ 
Bagdad telerran to. F.0. No. Ship therein 
called ATLANIA appears to be ALTALENA which 

did not repeat not come near Haifs but caused 
battle between Hagana and IZL and crisis in 
"Government of the -tate of Israel". 

2. Naval authorities have wasted much time in 
enquiring into similar unfounded reports from 


Arab sources. 


/d* 





Cypher/0Tr 

B 8752/341/31 

Confidential 
FHOM FORSLIGH Orr 





Dth July, 1948 D: %3O pem. Sth July, 1948 


hepeated to; Cairo (“mbassy) No. 1142 
New York (UK.eDel.) No. 28% 
vashington lio. 7278 ; 
Jerusalem lo. 515 a 
BekebeO. NO. 716 


Saving to; Amman No, 65 
Bagdad lio, 76 
Damascus ijo, 82 
Jedda No. 76 









rep Mmbassy, Uo K ngdom 
Delegation jew York, ‘ashington, Jerusalem, B.i{.H.0. and 
Saving to \mman, Bagdad,Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, 


Your telegram ji>. 174 [of July 4th: Kenya detainees] 
Commanders in Chief liiddle last have been asked te 
inform you through B.M.E.O. of the date of arrival as seon 


as final arrangements are sade. You should then notify 
the }iediator’s office at i{aifa and the Jewish authorities. 


GGGG 


4 “o - 
4) Chane ~ 


POU i 





Cypher/OTP, 


E,.8753/4/31 - 
Copy for J4400/284/16, 
Gpnt dential, eet 
¢ 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO RHODES 


No, 26. 
5th July, 1948, 


Repated to Cairo No,1149 
New York eee No, 2895 
ene No,853 Saving 
B.M.EL.O. (Cairo) No.175 Saving 
Bagdad No,77 Saving, 
Jedda No,77 Saving, 
Amman No,66 Saving, 
Beirut No,83 Saving 
Damascus No,83 Saving 
Haifa No,22 Saving 
Jerusalem No,19 Saving 


D. 9.10 am, 6th July, 1948, 


IMMEDIATE, 
CONFIDENTIAL. 

Addressed_to Rhodes tele 
ifo and United Kingdom 








eated for infomation to C 
Delegation New York, and Savisig to Washington, BM. E.0. (Caird 
Bagdad, Jedda, Amman, Beiryt, Damascus, Haifa, Jerusalem, 


My telegram Nog@4 [of July 5th; Palestine Arms 
Embargo], 


There is a further case of equipment required 

a an Arab State for the maintenance of civil communications 

ich we should like put to the Mediator in this connexion, 
The Egyptian Government have represented that they cannot 
permi fk Tying in civilian areas unless they have 
radar rs pment with which to keep track of the course of 
aircraft over Eeyptian territory, We should propose to 
supply the Egyp an authorities with two radar sets for 
this purpose for safety in night flying and to maintain 
civil air services, The sets are required for use at Cairo 
and Alexandria, 


2. Please ask the Mediator whether he agrees to 
the supply of these two sets. 





DESPD: 2000 16/6 


TO : FORUIGH OF FICE 
i 87 DATED: 26 1948. 
ate \ | a 
YO K (* \ ) 
bacasy big seacittin i } 
han L% 








Addressed to Foreign Office te 
16th June, repeated for information to’U.K. Delegation New York 
Noe73, Washington iio.75, and Savi © Baghdad No.65, 

Damascus NO.69, Jedda No.70, BKeiryt Noe65, Jerusalem No.10 


and Amman No0e64_. 
Your telegram nel tai dune, 1948 paragraph 4. 


The expression “iiaison duties between Mediator 
and service Authorities" is an accurate description of the 
functions of these officere and is acceptable to wediator, 
May we now appoint the officers ? 


MINISTER. 

S ON 
Bele beO. ) 
GeOeCe ge Teke 


Fer rr eng ers 


Py Ler rrr ea 


“4 


‘ 


tS 
i 


7 ‘is FOREIGN OFPICE, LONDON. 
t-f" 


17th July, 1948. 
787 0930 20/7/48 


CORE Lakh ZA 
Addressed to Foreign Office, tel.No.787 of 17th 


July. 
ne peated to B.M.u.o. No.23, SAVING. 
ATBLATiy 16039, ° 


vy telegram No.754. 


tne of the battalions of the Mobile Police Force 

nentioned in paragrayh 3 cf vy telegran under reference 
has been sent to fuleéstine to guard the Iraq Army's 
lines of communication. It is understood that they 
will be stationed near Jisr ei Majami and will not take 
pert in oferaticns. The Director General of Fclice has 
told a wember cf my staff that this was done at the 
Regent's personal coniand. 


ee whe Mebile ,yolice battalion that was on usnoeuvres 
near APbil has now been brought back to Bagdad for 
refitting. 


RACK. 


GGA/PLC/TERO 
JH/BDH 


AD/DC 


(E 8391/4625/80) FOREIGN OFFICE, 
8.W.1. 


Copy to: Amman 
Bagdad Sth July, 1948. 


We have carefully considered your letter 
of June 18th asking whether H.M. Minister at 
Amman could be instructed to take un sgein the 
question of releasing the employees of the 
Palestine Electric Corporation who have been 
interned in Trans jordan. We understand thet 
the Palestine Electric Corporation is 6 
Palestinian, not a British, company, and that 
the employees interned at Naharim are not 
British subjects. It is therefore regretted 
that H.M. Government are not in s position to 
intervene further in the matter. 


As we promised Mr. Bradlaew, we will pass 
on to you any further information we may receive. 


(sgd) M.R. WRIGHT. 


Right Honourable Viscount Samuel, G.C.B., G.B.E., 
The Palestine Electric Corporation Ltd., 
2 Grosvenor Gardens, 
London, S.W.1. 
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8391/4625/80) ¢ 14th July, 1948. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Di Pinu. Gate. 


Your telegram No. 377 of 23rd May about 
Palestine Electric Corporation. 


We are turning down a request from Lord 
Samuel, the Chairman of the Compsny, for 
assistance in getting the employees interned 
at Mafraq released. We are also resisting 
an appeal received via the President of the 
Royal Society to secure the release of Carl 
Stoerk, the Chief Engineer of the Power Station. 
We should however be grateful for any further 
news you may have of the present state of the 
Company's installations and staff. Since 
most of the Directors are British subjects, 
(such as Lord Reading, Lord Melchett, Sir Harry 
Railing, Sir Edward Baron) we feel we ought 
to help them to the extent of passing on any 
information we can obtain. 


I am copying this letter to Bagdad. 


Pe a 


tee open 


(L.F.L. Pyman) 


C.M. Pirie-Gordon, Esq., 


Amman. 


